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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Town of New Tecumseth Urban Design Guidelines were developed as a component of 
the Growth Management Study to update the Town’s Official Plan.  These Guidelines were 
initiated in light of the Town’s projected development growth over the next twenty years and the 
desire to guide urban growth in a coordinated and pleasing manner.  Specifically, the 
guidelines reinforce the Province’s Smart Growth initiatives and a key enduring Official Plan 
principle: to “maintain a pleasant small town environment that allows for a mix of rural, 
agricultural and urban interests to continue and to thrive’ (Foundation for the Future). 
 
These guidelines are intended to give general guidance to those involved in property 
development at the beginning of the design process and will also be used as a point of 
reference during the processes of municipal and agency review of applications. 
 
The Town of New Tecumseth Urban Design Guidelines have been prepared as a set of 
broad guiding principles and general guidelines to promote a framework for high quality 
development. The Guidelines are also intended to guide the direction of future urban design 
guidelines that will be required for specific areas, land uses and development applications.  The 
Town, as the agency most involved in the use of the guidelines should strive to achieve the 
standards set forth in this document while recognizing that specific market and site conditions 
will in certain instances require flexibility in the application of these guidelines. The intent is to 
neither inhibit creativity nor project viability but to offer a consistent high-quality standard which 
all stakeholders should endeavour to achieve. 
 
The guidelines in this document are organized according to the various components that 
comprise the urban areas of New Tecumseth and include Open Space Network, Residential 
Areas, Commercial Areas, Employment Areas, Public Buildings and Gateways, and 
Streetscapes.   
 
The objectives of the urban design guidelines are: 
 

• To ensure that the planning and design framework for development is sensitive to the 
surrounding natural environment, is appropriately integrated with or buffered from 
adjacent land uses and is made available to the community at large. 

• To ensure that the heritage value represented by the communities of Alliston, Beeton, 
Tottenham and the surrounding rural areas are given special consideration and that 
new development in the vicinity of these settlements is sensitive to the inherent value of 
these historic communities. 

• To address the potential to enhance natural features such as the Nottawasaga, Boyne 
and Beeton stream corridors, woodlots, the Tottenham Conservation Area and other 
significant natural areas. 

• To provide opportunities for casual and formal recreation while maintaining functionality 
and incorporating the principles of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED). 

• To direct an urban design approach which promotes community identity by building on 
features unique to New Tecumseth and detailing approaches to the most visible 
community elements including gateways, streetscape and built form.  

• To provide appropriate standards for built form, site design, landscaping and 
streetscape treatment in general.  
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• To encourage high design standards for infill in commercial core areas by addressing 
built form, massing, signage, and off-street parking.  
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2.0 ONE TOWN: THREE UNIQUE COMMUNITES  
 
The Town of New Tecumseth is comprised of three main distinct urban centers: Alliston, 
Tottenham and Beeton.  While the Town of New Tecumseth Urban Design Guidelines are 
intended to apply a consistent vision for the entire Town, it is recognized that these three 
communities have unique characteristics that provide sub-centers of identity to residents and 
visitors of New Tecumseth.  The relative distances between these communities and the open 
countryside between them, allows for their growth while maintaining their distinct centres.  The 
guidelines support the notion of “one town and three unique communities” through the 
preservation and enhancement of existing natural and heritage features distinct to each 
community and their incorporation into the pattern and design of new development.  At the 
same time, the treatment of gateways and linkages through linear elements such as natural 
systems, rail lines and road networks should reinforce the connectivity between the 
communities. 
 
In general Alliston, Tottenham and Beeton share in common a number of urban patterns that 
can be addressed with a common set of urban design guidelines.  All three communities have a 
historic commercial core comprised generally of a main street with two storey buildings that sit 
close to the street edge and that contain offices and residential uses above stores.  These 
cores are surrounded by older residential neighbourhoods, laid in a grid pattern of short blocks 
and comprised of heritage buildings characteristic of traditional southern Ontario small towns.  
It is this composition of “Main Street” and traditional neighbourhoods that often attract new 
residents and tourists to the communities of New Tecumseth in the first place.  Historic rail lines 
that are aligned by a modest number of industrial uses also serve all three communities.   
 
Surrounding the traditional centers of the communities are newer residential areas that 
represent a number of different eras in residential forms but which consistently break from the 
grid street pattern.  Serving these new residential areas and along either end of the main 
commercial street are new commercial developments that are a departure from the traditional 
commercial form and more reminiscent of contemporary strip development with parking in front.  
The Town of New Tecumseth Urban Design Guidelines will provide a general framework for 
the consistent and coordinated development, redevelopment, and infill of the these 
communities that: 
 

• Preserves and enhances the historical commercial cores 
• Preserves the existing established residential neighbourhoods 
• Improves the existing condition of the highway commercial areas and suggests 

improved patterns for new commercial developments 
• Improves the existing condition of industrial lands and suggests improved patterns for 

new developments of employment areas 
 
The unique characteristics of each community are not specifically addressed in the Town of 
New Tecumseth Urban Design Guidelines, however, there are distinct elements that 
historically differentiate each settlement that should be preserved and where appropriate 
incorporated into the theme and pattern of new developments.  Some of these unique 
characteristics are outlined below: 
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2.1 ALLISTON 
 

• As New Tecumseth’s largest community and employment center, regional oriented 
services and activity are likely to locate here and will need to be accommodated in an 
appropriate manner. 

• The community historically developed linearly along and to the north and south of its 
main street – Victoria Street (Highway 89) 

• The commercial core should continue to be the preferred location for commercial and 
civic uses within an improving streetscape.   

• The Town’s original streets are lined with mature trees and with a more traditional 
single-family housing form that is closely located to the street and places the garage at 
the rear of the dwelling. 

• Two east-west creek corridors (Boyne River and Spring Creek Drain) traverse the 
community and frame the historic center. 

• The Honda automobile assembly plant is located in Alliston and is a major employer for 
the region. 

• Sir Frederick Banting, inventor of insulin was born in Alliston. 
• Alliston is historically known for potato production. 

 
 
 

 
Photo 1: Alliston 
 
 
 

B R O O K   M C IL R O Y   P L A N N I N G    +   U R B A N   D E S I G N 4



TOWN OF NEW TECUMSETH URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES 

2.2 TOTTENHAM  
 

• Tottenham is the most southern community within the Town of New Tecumseth and its 
second largest settlement. 

• Unlike Alliston, this community developed around the intersection of two main streets - 
Queen Street and Mill Street. 

• The main street is attractive with an abundance of mature trees.  
• The most distinctive feature of the community is the Tottenham Pond and its 

surrounding conservation area adjacent to the historical center of the community. 
• The development of the community radiated from the centre however, the pond and 

conservation area stunted its expansion to the west.  
• The community has a rich railway history: the CP main line between Vancouver and 

Toronto passes through Tottenham and Alliston, and the South Simcoe Railway 
operates an old steam train between Tottenham and Beeton throughout the year along 
the abandoned CN line. 

• The Blue Grass festival takes place in August. 
 
 
 

 
Photo 2: Tottenham 
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2.3 BEETON 
 

• Beeton is the smallest of the three communities and is located close to the geographic 
heart of New Tecumseth. 

• The core of the community extends west along Main Street from its intersection with 
Patterson Street (Sideroad 10). 

• The Community expanded mostly to the north of Main Street along Centre Street, 
captured in a triangular pattern between the South Simcoe Rail line and Patterson 
Street. 

• The most defining feature is the Fairground which occupies the centre of the community 
as a very impressive green open space comprising of a track and athletic fields.  

• Slow growth has allowed the historic main street to remain relatively unchanged 
attracting moviemakers and tourists. 

• Beeton is named for its once internationally renowned commercial bee keeping by D.A. 
Jones.  

• The large mature canopy of pollen and nectar producing trees planted in the 1800’s 
characterizes Main Street. 

• The Honey Fest in the spring is a major tourist draw. 
 
 
 

 
Photo 3: Beeton 
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3.0 OPEN SPACE NETWORK 
 

The Open Space Network generally consists of: 
 

• Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs) such as wetlands, valley lands and 
woodlots  

• Public Parks such as recreational areas, parkettes, and squares  
• Potential Heritage Greenways such as hedgerows, farmsteads, farm lanes and rail 

lines 
• Stormwater Management Facilities 

 
These elements of the community should be incorporated into future development in the area. 
The interplay of these elements can reinforce the character of the area and provide a range of 
safe and direct pedestrian connections throughout the community. 
 
3.1 OBJECTIVES 
 
The objectives of the public open space guidelines are: 
 

• To provide an integrated and linked system which builds upon the unique character of 
the Town.  

• To provide an invaluable public amenity in the form of active and passive outdoor 
resources. 

• To preserve and enhance the integrity of the natural environment while reinforcing the 
rural setting of the Town and individual communities. 

 
3.2 OPEN SPACE GUIDELINES 
 
3.2.1 General Guidelines 
 
a) Establish an open space system to support a balance between maintaining key natural 

features, accommodating new development and providing for recreational activity.  
b) Create an open space system that is place-specific through the preservation and 

incorporation of significant natural and cultural features and key views to landmark buildings 
and natural features. 

c) Create connections between open space areas including ESAs, woodlots, hedgerows, farm 
lanes, community parks, schools and storm water management facilities through the 
placement of these elements where appropriate (e.g. stormwater management facility in 
proximity to stream corridors and trails) or by providing links between them through 
recreational trails or street networks. 

d) Strategically locate open space networks with respect to streets, views and other 
connections to contribute to their accessibility, regular use and safety through natural 
surveillance opportunities. 

e) Open spaces should be framed or flanked by public roads where possible to improve the 
presence of these amenities in the identity of the neighbourhoods. 

f) A central green or common should be considered as a focus for a neighbourhood and be 
designed to provide areas for community and civic events. 

g) Wide ranges of park sizes should be provided including larger neighbourhood parks and 
small parkettes, which may include playgrounds. 

B R O O K   M C IL R O Y   P L A N N I N G    +   U R B A N   D E S I G N 7



TOWN OF NEW TECUMSETH URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES 

h) Parks and schools should be combined to support the regular use of open space, 
recreational and other community facilities. 

 
3.2.2 Environmentally Significant Areas 
 
a) These areas include Environmentally Significant lands (ESA) such as stream valleys and 

woodlots and are to be preserved in their natural state (see Photo 4).  
b) The recreational trail system should be designed to minimize disturbances to the natural 

habitat.  
c) ESAs should be utilized as natural edges for new neighbourhoods. 
d) Other open space systems such as parks and hedgerows should link to the ESA System 

wherever possible. 
e) Adjacent blocks and streets should be aligned to the ESAs as to afford views and public 

access. 
f) Wherever possible, adjacent lots and the orientation of buildings should front on to the 

ESAs to ensure safety and a desirable edge condition. 
g) Wherever possible, the ESAs should be framed by a continuous street frontage to maintain 

visibility of natural areas while reinforcing the rural setting of the Town’s urban areas. 
 

 
Photo 4: Environmentally Sensitive Areas – New Tecumseth 

 
3.2.3 Public Parks 
 
a) Public Parks include (from largest to smallest) Community Parks, Neighbourhood Parks 

and Parkettes.  
b) While Community and Neighbourhood Parks generally consist of active and passive areas, 

Parkettes are generally passive but may contain a playground (see Photo 5). 
c) Public Parks should be distinctive and express the character of the area in which they are 

located. 
d) Public Parks should be framed by continuous street frontage wherever possible (see Photo 

6) 

B R O O K   M C IL R O Y   P L A N N I N G    +   U R B A N   D E S I G N 8



TOWN OF NEW TECUMSETH URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES 

e) View corridors to and within parks focused on landmarks, heritage buildings and natural 
features should be provided for scenic quality and orientation. 

f) Significant natural features should be maintained and used as organizational features for 
Public Parks. 

g) Public Parks should provide opportunities for both active and passive play. 
h) The siting of facilities in Public Parks should allow ample space for unstructured play. 
i) Structures in Public Parks should be sited with careful consideration for natural features, 

topography, vistas and aspect with the principal arrival or entry designed to reflect and 
enhance the public realm. 

j) Neighbourhood Parks and Parkettes should be sited and organized to reinforce orientation 
and give character to neighbourhoods and should wherever possible incorporate existing 
heritage and natural features. 

k) Neighbourhood Parks should generally be located within a 400 metre (5 minute walking) 
distance from most residents in a neighbourhood. 

 

 
Photo 5: Parkette – Niagara-on-the-Lake 
 

 
Photo 6: Continuous Street Frontage on Parks – Legacy, Markham 
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3.2.4 Heritage Greenways 
  
New Tecumseth is surrounded by a picturesque rural landscape that includes hedgerows and 
lanes leading to farmsteads as well as historical rail lines. In areas designated for urban 
expansion, this pattern of hedgerows and rural lanes, which are often aligned, offers an 
opportunity to preserve the rural cultural heritage and setting while providing a network of linear 
open spaces and trails that link to parks and the ESA System.  This network of mature trees 
and potential recreational trails is a desirable amenity that is already in place and it can 
delineate the edges of new neighbourhoods, link neighbourhoods to the commercial cores and 
even link the communities of Alliston, Beeton and Tottenham. 
  
a) Significant hedgerows, particularly those that align with farm lanes, should be preserved 

and incorporated into new development as neighbourhood edges and/or linear open space 
linkages to be called Heritage Greenways. 

b) Wherever possible, Heritage Greenways that do not connect to the rest of the open space 
system should be extended to link with it. 

c) Heritage Greenways that consist of existing hedgerows and farm lanes should be designed 
to allow for a minimum one-metre buffer from the drip line of the trees. 

d) The street and block layout of neighbourhoods should be oriented to and/or aligned with the 
hedgerows and lanes so as to establish and maintain views and access to amenities. 

e) Where roads cross a Heritage Greenway, signage, pedestrian and bicycle crossings should 
be provided. 

f) Wherever possible a continuous street frontage or open crescent interface (see Figure 2, 
page 18) should be provided to ensure accessibility and safety. 

g) Areas adjacent to rail corridors should be considered for their potential as part of the 
Heritage Greenway system as it is a significant aspect of New Tecumseth’s cultural 
heritage and its connections across and between the three communities and through the 
commercial cores would provide an additional direct pedestrian or bicycle route. 

 

 
Photo 7: Potential Heritage Greenways – Hedgerows, Woodlots, Farm lanes and Rail Corridors  
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3.2.5 Storm Water Facilities 
 
Stormwater management facilities should have public access and be integrated as positive 
amenities within the community and open space system.  Many municipalities in the GTA now 
require the design of SWM facilities to be publicly accessible amenities as features of 
development or integrated into the public open space network.  The design approach to 
landscaping and grading varies between developments and municipalities depending on where 
they are located and what the adjacent uses are.   
 
SWM facilities are recommended to be integrated into the community, and not fenced 
(depending upon whether the proposed facility is contemplated to be wet or dry) so that they 
are more likely to facilitate access (including emergency vehicles) and visibility.  The detailed 
design of SWM ponds will vary between facilities depending on context and scale.  On a case-
by-case basis, the Town should closely review proposals to ensure that they meet the design 
objectives of the guidelines as well as measures for public safety.  
 
a) Stormwater Management facilities (SWM) should be designed to be features within the 

community and integrated into subdivision and neighbourhood design such that each facility 
is complementary to the surrounding development.  Fencing around facilities should be 
avoided where possible. 

b) SWM facilities should be considered an amenity as important and desirable to the 
community as other open spaces where the street and block pattern utilizes views and 
access to the SWM  through positive street frontage wherever possible. 

c) The drainage basin condition is the primary determinant for locating SWM facilities, 
however, where possible they should be sited adjacent to or be directly integrated with 
terrestrial resources and other public spaces such as parks.  

d) SWM facilities should be encouraged to be designed as visual features and incorporate an 
arrangement of formal plantings, seating, and walkways that do not interfere with the 
stormwater management function of the facility. 

e) Where possible SWM facilities should be contiguous with natural areas and, in particular, 
watercourses. 

f) Safety issues can be addressed through shallow slope grading and low barrier type planting 
adjacent to pooled areas. 

g) Trails and public access should where possible be incorporated into facility design. 
h) Public education displays can be used to increase public awareness and appreciation of the 

role of SWM facilities within their communities and the environment. 
i) Planting within SWM facilities should focus on providing habitat that is compatible with the 

adjacent natural areas. 

 
Photo 8: SWM as a public amenity, Legacy , Markham 
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Photo 9: SWM as a gateway feature surrounded by single-loaded roads, Brooklyn 
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4.0 RESIDENTIAL AREAS 
 
The majority of growth that will occur in the Town of New Tecumseth in the next twenty years 
will take the form of new residential neighbourhoods. The quality of these new areas will have a 
profound impact on the character of the Town. The impact is not only by virtue of the quality of 
new neighbourhood design but the manner in which these residential subdivisions ‘fit into’ the 
existing rural landscape with its natural environments and heritage features. 
 
4.1 OBJECTIVES 
 
While it is the intent that existing residential areas be maintained as established 
neighbourhoods that make up the three primary urban communities, these areas also provide a 
number of characteristics from which to draw upon for the Urban Design Guidelines.  Of 
particular importance are the heritage residential areas around the commercial cores, which 
embody the small town characteristics that make New Tecumseth a desirable place to live.  
The key principles that are characterized here and that inform the guidelines include: 
 
Links To The Countryside: 
The strong sense of `living in the country’, which characterizes New Tecumseth’s heritage 
neighbourhoods, is reinforced by the organization of streets and blocks which promotes 
proximity and links to natural features, parks and rural landscapes. These features often define 
the edges or centers of neighbourhoods, can be easily seen, are readily accessible by foot and 
create a strong sense of local identity. 
 

 
Photo 10: Links to the Countryside by Orienting Blocks and Streets to Rural Features – Bristol Survey, 
Milton 
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Neighbourhood Size: 
New Tecumseth’s heritage neighbourhoods are walking communities. They are of a limited size 
that promotes the ability to easily walk to parks, shops and schools. 
 
Block Size and Street Length: 
The heritage neighbourhoods provide a `fine grained grid’ pattern of streets and blocks. The 
lengths of blocks are generally less then 200 metres. This pattern allows for the easy filtering of 
residents through to neighbouring streets in many different directions that in turn promotes 
sociability, and increased safety. 
 
Shorter block lengths and more frequent cross streets increases the ability for children to 
comfortably walk to a neighbour’s house on a nearby street. It also helps to reduce overall 
traffic flow on any given residential street by providing more direct routes to a given destination. 
This in turn promotes the safety of residential streets and their use as informal social and 
recreation places.  Shorter blocks reduces the need for mid-block walkways. 
 
Streets for Walking and For Play: 
In the heritage neighbourhoods residents and visitors are comfortable walking both on 
sidewalks and on the street pavement. This pattern of use is a defining characteristic of ‘small 
town’ (see Photo 11). The characteristics of the Heritage Neighbourhoods which promote this 
type of use include: 
 

• Limited Through Traffic - Achieved by a street pattern that discourages opportunities for 
through traffic  

• Dispersed Local Traffic - Through a fine grain ‘grid pattern’ of streets and blocks which 
allows for traffic dispersion.  

• Minimum Pavement Width - The widths of the streets are very narrow which causes 
traffic to slow down.  

• On-Street Parking - Cars parked on both sides of the street dramatically slows down 
traffic.  

• Boulevard Street Trees - The proximity of mature trees to the street not only creates a 
beautiful and intimate setting but it also helps to slow traffic.  

• Minimal House Setbacks - Many heritage properties have minimal setbacks from the 
street edge that in turn promotes sociability and a sense of security through informal 
surveillance of the street.  

 

 
Photo 11: Streets for Walking and For Play - Alliston 
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Unique Street Character  
• Variety of Street and Block Configurations - It is very easy to ‘know where you are’ in 

the Heritage area as no two streets appear the same. This is due in part to the fact that 
there are a variety of block lengths and sizes and there are sometimes shifts in the grid 
that provide visual interests and opportunities for orienting landmarks or buildings (see 
Figure 1). 

• Variety of House Types - On any given street there is a variety of lot sizes, house types, 
building heights, materials and colours are consistently different. In contrast, some of 
the newer subdivisions repeat the same house for entire blocks. 

• Variety of Setbacks - The wide variety of setbacks is a defining characteristic of the 
streetscape and provides visual interest and a sense of informality that are key 
attributes of a ‘small town’ character. 

 
 

 
      Figure 1: Unique Street Character: Shifting the Grid  

 
House Design  

• A Strong Public Face - The view to a typical house lot in the heritage neighbourhoods 
emphasizes the actively lived in areas of the house accentuated by front entrances, 
front steps, porches, windows and the interplay of a variety of rooflines stepping upward 
and back from the front of the property (see Photo 12). 

• The Garage is Subordinate - In most cases garages cannot be readily seen as one 
walks down the street. Parking is often accommodated in rear-detached garages 
accessed by a side lane. In contrast to many home designs in the newer subdivisions in 
New Tecumseth where the garage is placed forward of the front wall of the house, and 
is often the widest element of the front facade, homes in the Heritage area provide a 
friendly, animated face to the street. 

• Dual Fronts on Corner Lots - Corner lots give expression to the two street frontages 
through the use of wraparound sunrooms and porches, projecting bay windows and 
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side entrances. Privacy fencing where it is used to screen the backyard, facing the side 
street, is minimized in length. 

• Traditional Quality Materials - The materials reflect the traditional 19’” Century palette of 
brick, clapboard and stone. 

 

 
Photo 12: Traditional Housing in Alliston – Strong Public Face, Dual Fronts, Hidden  
Garage and Traditional materials 

 
4.2 RESIDENTIAL GUIDELINES 
 
4.2.1 Neighbourhood Structure 
 
Neighbourhood size:  
a) The extent of a neighbourhood should be generally defined by a 400-metre radius (5-

minute walk) from center to edge. 
b) Parks, woodlots, watercourse, trails, topographic features and major infrastructure elements 

such as railway lines can define the neighbourhood periphery. 
c) Major streets can also define the edge of a neighbourhood where shared uses can be 

located. 
 
Unique Neighbourhood Identity 
a) Heritage buildings and structures such as farmsteads as well as cultural landscapes such 

as hedgerows, farm lanes and woodlots should be preserved and incorporated into new 
neighbourhoods where possible to preserve the rural setting and a connection to the local 
history.  

b) Where possible, public use buildings and heritage structures should be located at the 
termination of primary streets or view corridors to emphasize their distinct presence and 
give structure to the neighbourhood. 

 

B R O O K   M C IL R O Y   P L A N N I N G    +   U R B A N   D E S I G N 16



TOWN OF NEW TECUMSETH URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES 

 
     Photo 13: Neighbourhood Identity: Preserving Farmsteads and Hedgerows – Cornell, Markham 
 
Diversity 
a) A variety of residential building types, sizes and setbacks should be provided on any given 

street to encourage a diverse, non-repetitive community fabric. 
b) Visual interest should be provided through a non-repetitive street and block layout that 

maximizes views and vistas to Parks, ESAs, the rural periphery and heritage and landmark 
buildings.  

 
Local Parks and Neighbourhood Focus 
a) The focus area of the neighbourhood should consist of a park that may incorporate civic 

buildings and structures including gazebos, floral gardens, playgrounds and community 
mailboxes where residents can meet informally or participate in neighbourhood events. 

b) The design of each park area should be unique to each neighbourhood to reinforce a sense 
of local identity and to assist in one’s orientation through successive neighbourhoods. 

 
Hedgerow Preservation 
a) Where possible hedgerows should be maintained and incorporated into parks and other 

publicly owned areas including road rights-of-way. 
 
Heritage Buildings Preservation 
a) Where possible, heritage building sites should retain elements of the heritage landscape 

including trees, tree lined driveways, hedgerows etc.  
b) Heritage structures should be considered for uses such as residential as well as community 

uses.  
c) Renovation of heritage buildings and structures should be encouraged to restore the 

building exteriors to the original design/condition, where possible, or to renovate in a 
manner sympathetic to the original design.  

 

B R O O K   M C IL R O Y   P L A N N I N G    +   U R B A N   D E S I G N 17



TOWN OF NEW TECUMSETH URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES 

Streets and Blocks 
a) The street and block pattern should ‘fit-into’ the existing built and natural environments and 

accentuate the presence of features including watercourses, heritage elements and 
topographic features.  

b) Blocks and streets should be designed to enhance views, or to achieve a distinctive 
character around a neighbourhood focus through deliberate variations in the street 
alignment.  

c) Pedestrian sidewalks should be incorporated into the street design. 
  
Residential Block and Open Space Interface  
The intent of providing a single-loaded road is primarily to provide an interface with open 
spaces or major streets that is accessible to the public, visually more appealing, safer, and 
generally as a significant improvement to replace the alternative of reverse lotting.  This option 
may be more costly to the developer, however, there are mitigating factors such as: 
 

• A single–loaded condition at an open space increases the perceived value of the 
adjacent homes facing or near the open space.  In contrast to a condition where homes 
back onto open spaces, single-loaded conditions allow for more homes to share in the 
amenity both physically and visually, thus these homes are not only highly marketable 
but a premium price can also be justified. 

• It is recommended that the Municipality encourage the use of single-loaded roads by 
allowing for portions of the ROW to encroach on public lands.  With utility servicing and 
sidewalks required on only one side, the ROW can be off-set onto open spaces without 
a negative impact or loss of green space to road.  considerably less then on a double-
loaded road.  Other municipalities require between 15 metres and 17 metres for the 
right-of-way of single-loaded road, hence New Tecumseth should allow for a 3 to 5 
metre encroachment onto open spaces for 20 metre ROWs (see Figure 13, page 41) 

• The use of an open crescent as an interface with open spaces and major streets is an 
option which would allow for a desirable public interface while decreasing by up to half 
the length of a single-loaded condition (see Figure 2)  

 
Figure 2: Residential Open Crescent Interface with Open Space Network 
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Residential Block and Arterial/Major Collector Road Interface  
a) While housing adjacent to arterial and collector roads shall not have driveway access from 

these roads, they should provide positive frontage to these streets.  This can be achieved 
by providing a front façade or corner treatment façade on a flanking lot visible from the 
street.  

b) Positive frontage on arterial and collector roads should be achieved in the following ways: 
open-ended crescents (window streets); rear access from local roads; and single-loaded 
service roads. 

c) Open-ended cul-de-sacs and rear lane access can also provide a positive frontage on 
arterial and collector roads, however they are not encouraged by the Municiplaity and 
should only be proposed where all other options have first been explored.  In the event 
where they are the only option available, the following criteria shall be applied: 
• Open-ended cul-de-sacs can serve no more than six residential units and a minimum 3 

metre pedestrian walkway shall be provided at the end of the cul-de-sac.   
• Rear lanes should be single-loaded faced on the opposite side by flanking lots and the 

length of the lane should not exceed the depth of the two flanking lots.  Single-loaded 
rear lanes are a minimum right-of-way of 8.5 metres.  A minimum setback of 0.5 metres 
to the garage wall and a 1.5 metre boulevard beside the flanking lot should be provided 
to accommodate snow clearance (see Figure 3). 

 

 
            Figure 3: Diagram of the recommended use of a rear lane condition  
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4.2.2 Residential Built Form 
 
Refer to Table 1 for a summary of setbacks for Single, Semi-detached and Townhouse 
dwellings.  Figures 4 to 7 illustrate the guidelines for a typical Single Detached dwelling with a 
variety of different garage placements.   
 
Single-Detached, Semi-Detached, Duplexes 
a) Housing should front onto streets and open space wherever possible. 
b) Access to parking and/or garages should generally be to a driveway from the street and 

where required (ie. on arterial roads) from a rear lane. 
c) A variety of dwelling types and front yard building setbacks should be integrated within 

neighbourhood blocks to contribute to a diverse and distinct neighbourhood image 
d) At an arterial or open space edge, the flanking lots should be subject to architectural 

controls to encourage positive treatment facing these public areas.  
e) Higher density housing should be generally placed along arterial, collector or major local 

roads, as well as around open spaces and at the end of blocks. 
f) Front porches or covered entrances are strongly encouraged as a transitional area between 

the principal building and the front yard to provide both visual interest to the building and 
opportunity for informal social activity contributing to casual surveillance and safety of the 
street. Encroachments into the front yard setback should encourage the provision of 
porches.  

g) Privacy fencing for dwellings on corner and flank lots should be encouraged to occupy no 
more than 50% of the lot frontage measured from the rear property line.  

h) Lot frontages less than 12 metres should be limited to a single car garage if it is attached to 
the front of the dwelling. 

i) Garages should not occupy more than 50% of the main building wall. 
j) Garages should be flush or recessed from the main building wall. 
k) A variety of garage placements should be encouraged on a block including side drive 

attached, side drive detached (see Photo 14), attached recessed or attached flush 
configurations. 

l) Where possible, adjacent houses with side-drive detached garages should share driveways 
within a 2 metre (4 metres combined) side yard setback. 

 
Townhouses and Multiple- Unit Buildings 
a) The design of townhouse, multiplex and apartment buildings should consider overall form, 

massing and proportions, and the rhythm of major repetitive building elements and roof 
designs to create a street facade that is composed of a consistent and attractive variety of 
building elements. 

b) Townhouses should generally be limited to 6 attached units but may in certain 
circumstances provide a maximum of 8 attached units. 

c) End units in a townhouse or multiplex block should place windows and entrances where 
appropriate to encourage these areas to be attractive, active and safe. 

d) Ground floor units should have individual at grade access. Upper floor units should be 
emphasized through articulations of the exterior wall plane and roof, and the use of 
pronounced building elements including bay windows, balconies and dormers. 

e) Primary building entrances should clearly address the street with large entry awnings and 
provide visibility to interior lobbies to allow for safe and convenient arrival and departure 
from the building. 

f) Pedestrian entrances to parking and service areas within the principle building should be 
combined with exposed communal areas such as exercise areas or meeting rooms to 
provide casual surveillance opportunities. 
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  Photo 14: Side Drive detached Garage – Garage is Subordinate - Alliston 
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Table 1: Setbacks for Single, Semi-Detached, Duplexes, Townhouse and Apartment Dwellings 

Single, Semi-detached, Duplexes, Townhouse and Apartment 
Dwellings 

Proposed 
Standard 
(metres) 

 

Existing 
Standard 
(metres) 

Minimum Front Yard Setback to Main Building Wall 
• on a lot accessed by a driveway 
• on a lot accessed by a lane   
• on a lot with a front porch 

 
Minimum Front Yard Setback to Garage  

• From property line to front face of 2 car garage where 
driveway crosses sidewalk. 

• From property line to front face of 2 car garage where 
driveway doesn’t cross sidewalk. 

• From property line to front face of 1 car garage where 
driveway crosses sidewalk. 

• From property line to front face of 1 car garage where 
driveway doesn’t cross sidewalk. 

 
5.0* 
5.0* 
5.0* 

 
 

6.0 
 

6.0 
 

6.0 
 

6.0 
 

 
5.0-7.0 
5.0-7.0 
5.0-7.0 

 
 

5.0-7.0 
 

5.0-7.0 
 

5.0-7.0 
 

5.0-7.0 
 

Minimum Interior Side Yard Setback to Main Building Wall 
• attached garage/Less than 12.0 m lot and greater than 

9.0m 
• attached garage/ More than 12.0 m lot 
• garage located in the rear yard accessed by a driveway 
• abutting a non-residential use (including a walkway, Park, 

ESA and SWM ponds) 
• Apartments 

 
Minimum Interior Side Yard Setback to Detached Rear Garage 

• on lot accessed by a driveway 
• on lot accessed by a rear lane 

 
1.2 and 1.2** 

 
1.2 and 1.2** 
3.5 and 1.2 
3.5 and 1.2 

 
5.0 and 5.0 

 
 

0.0 and 3.0 
0.0 and 1.5 

 
0.6 to 3.0** 

 
0.6 to 3.0** 
3.0 and 1.2 
3.0 and 1.2 

 
5.0 and 5.0 

 
 

na 
na 

Minimum Exterior Side Yard Setback to Main Building Wall 
• with a side yard porch 
• adjacent to a rear lane 
• adjacent to a site triangle 
• site triangle abutting an entrance feature  
• Apartments 

 

 
5.0 
3.0 
1.2 
3.0 
5.0 

 
4.2 –7.5 

na 
na 
na 
5.0 

Minimum Rear Yard Setback to Main Building Wall 
• on lot accessed by a driveway  
• on a lot accessed by a lane 
• on a wide shallow lot 
• Apartments 

 
Minimum Rear Yard Setback to Detached Rear Garage 

• on lot accessed by a driveway 
• on lot accessed by a rear lane 

 
7.5 

15.0 
7.5 
9.0 

 
 

0.5 
0.5 

 
7.5 
na 
7.5 
9.0 

 
 

na 
na 

*An encroachment zone of 2.5 metres is permitted for non-interior building additions including 
unenclosed porches, steps, roof elements etc. 
** For a Semi-Detached common side is 0.0m and for a Townhouse both common sides may be 0.0m  
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Figure 4: Single Front Attached Garage 

 

 
Figure 5: Double Front Attached Garage 
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Figure 6: Side Drive Detached Rear Garage 
 

 
Figure 7: Side Drive Attached Rear Garage 
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5.0 COMMERCIAL AREAS 
 
5.1 COMMERCIAL CORE AREAS 
 
The policies contained in this subsection are some of the most important in the guidelines. 
They are twofold; firstly, to conserve, maintain and enhance the historic building stock; 
secondly, to guide the design of new buildings so they complement the Commercial Core 
Areas of Alliston, Beeton and Tottenham. The intent is to achieve an attractive, coherent, 
historic streetscape that reads as a whole rather than as a disparate and conflicting set of 
parts. This will require commitment, support and discipline by the Town and property owners to 
work within a set of guidelines. 
 

 
    Photo 15: Commercial Core Area - Beeton 
 
 
5.1.1 General Design Guidelines 
 
Building Heights 
a) The front building wall of buildings facing onto the main commercial street should have a 

building height of 2 -3 stories. In general the heights of buildings should be similar to 
surrounding buildings.  

b) Buildings higher than 11 metres and up to a maximum of 4 floors are subject to an angular 
plane setback of 45 degrees commencing at the 11 metre height (see figure 8) 
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Figure 8: Building Profile Guidelines 

 
Building Proportions 
a) Proportions of alterations, additions and new buildings should complement the proportions 

of the surrounding heritage buildings. 
b) Large building blocks should appear in facade to be a collection of smaller buildings in 

keeping with the narrow proportions of the heritage built form. 
 
Building Setbacks 
a) Building should generally maintain the existing zero lot line setback facing the main 

commercial street.  
b) Rear setbacks should be ample enough for surface parking and service areas.  
c) Both sides of buildings that occupy corner sites should sit close to the sidewalk.  
d) Where vehicular access is required from the front to the rear of the property reduced 

standards for driveway widths should be encouraged.  
e) Where pedestrian access is required from the front to the rear of the property a minimum 

3.0 metre walkway and outdoor lighting should be provided. 
 
Building Orientation 
a) All buildings should front and be oriented onto the main commercial street.  
b) Corner buildings are visually prominent and the side elevations should be given equal 

design treatment as the main street facade.  
c) Buildings at the terminus of local roads should, where appropriate, employ building 

elements and details that reinforce the landmark position of the building. 
 
Parking  
a) All parking areas should to the greatest extent possible be placed at the back of buildings 

and accessed off side streets so as to maintain the building edge and pedestrian orientation 
of the main commercial street (see Figure 9).  

b) Where parking areas are adjacent to side streets, and where possible, a landscape buffer 
such as hedge or tree planting should be placed between the sidewalk and parking area.  
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c) Larger parking areas are encouraged to incorporate landscape edge treatments along 
public streets and landscaping medians to break up large areas of asphalt. 

 

 
       Figure 9: All parking should be placed to the back 

 
 
Visual Character 
a) Consistent rhythms of similar (not identical) architectural details should be used to reinforce 

the framework of the street and aid in the creation of a strong village image. 
b) Renovations and new buildings should complement the basic facade elements, which 

include a transparent glazed lower storefront, a sign fascia over a projecting cornice and a 
solid upper facade punctuated by vertical windows. 

c) Window openings should seek to continue or establish a rhythm along the street. 
d) At street level, windows should be large so as to expose goods within shops and encourage 

a retail presence. 
e) Reflective glass, especially at street level, should be discouraged. 
f) The variety of roof forms, chimneys and roof cornices add visual richness to a roofscape 

and they should be maintained on existing buildings and encouraged in the design of new 
buildings. 

g) New buildings and renovations should compliment the prevailing roof vocabulary in terms of 
height and material, but no standardized type should be required so as to maintain variety. 

h) Original heritage character windows that are still in place should be conserved and new 
windows should adopt the same proportions and details. 

i) On new buildings, the placement and proportion of height to width of windows should 
compliment those of surrounding heritage buildings. 

j) Awnings should be encouraged to reintroduce the historical streetscape, shelter 
pedestrians and provide visual interest. 

 

B R O O K   M C IL R O Y   P L A N N I N G    +   U R B A N   D E S I G N 27



TOWN OF NEW TECUMSETH URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES 

 
Photo 16: Consistent rhythm of architectural detail which is not identical - Alliston  
 
 
Signs 
a) Signs should be of high quality and complementary to the historic character of the 

Commercial Core Areas (see Photos 17 & 18). 
b) Entablatures over storefronts should be preserved or rebuilt where missing. 
c) Where there is historical precedence some signs may be permitted on the facade above the 

first floor but the majority of signs will be at or near first floor. 
d) Plastic and backlit signs should be discouraged. 
e) Signs not conforming to these policies should be removed over time, where possible. 
 

  
Photo 17 & 18: Thematic Front-lit Signs – Niagara-on-the-Lake 
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5.2 OTHER COMMERCIAL AREAS 
 
Other commercial areas include convenience and highway commercial areas that are located 
outside of the historical Commercial Core Areas.  Many of these commercial uses are situated 
on approach to the urban areas and give the first and last impressions of the communities.  
These guidelines aim to provide a framework for design that improves the image projected by 
commercial uses that are often dominated by parking areas and poor street edge conditions 
(see Figure 10). 
 

 
Figure 10: There are better design alternatives for highway commercial areas 
 
5.2.1 General Guidelines 
 
a) Orient building frontages to the street. 
b) Buildings at intersections and gateways should address the street frontages and be located 

at a minimum setback to enhance the role of these areas as focal points. 
c) Establish a consistent urban streetscape through building massing, landscaping and 

streetscape treatments (see Photo 19). 
d) A minimum of 40% of the main street frontage of a given property should be defined by 

building edge (see Figure 11). 
e) Where large setbacks are required for large commercial stores, locate smaller commercial 

buildings (i.e. restaurants, banks) at the street edge, while maintaining visibility to the major 
facility. 

f) No front yard parking should be permitted for those portions of the building frontage 
constituting the minimum 40%. 

g) A minimum of one (1) major building entrance should front directly onto the main street 
frontage. 

h) Canopies and awnings are encouraged as a means of weather protection and pedestrian 
amenity. 
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i) Orient service and loading areas to the rear of the building, away from public view. 
j) Reinforce the building identity at gateways and corner locations through taller building 

elements such as towers, entrance and sign structures or roof elements (i.e. skylights and 
dormers.) 

k) Utilization of modern architectural forms and vocabulary should exemplify a level of design 
excellence that compliments the architectural excellence of New Tecumseth’s heritage 
buildings. 

 

 
Photo 19: Establish a consistent urban streetscape through building massing, landscaping and  
streetscape treatments 
 
Parking and Landscaping (see figure 11) 
a) Screening should be provided between parking areas and adjacent residential properties so 

that automobile illumination does not disturb occupants of the adjacent property. 
b) Appropriate lighting levels and consistency of coverage should be provided in parking areas 

to assist both pedestrian and vehicular circulation. The height and intensity of light 
standards, should be sensitive to adjacent land uses and avoid illumination of residential 
and other non-commercial land uses. 

c) Buffer should be located at the perimeter of the property line adjacent to parking areas and 
laneways to accommodate landscaping and tree planting. 

d) Landscaped islands should be placed at the ends of all parking aisles. 
e) Parking aisles with a length of more than 15 stalls should be broken up with islands having 

a minimum width of 2.5 metres to accommodate shrub and tree planting. 
f) All parking islands should be a minimum width of 2.5 metres and should be planted with 

hardy, strongly branched and salt tolerant trees. 
g) Parking islands at the ends of a double bay of parking should provide a minimum of two 

trees per island. 
h) Large parking areas should be broken up with linear pedestrian only sidewalks planted with 

a consistent row of trees. 
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i) Tree species selected for parking areas should be tolerant to snow, salt and wind.  
Examples of tolerant trees include the Honey Locust (Gleditsia) and Green Ash (Fractinus).  
Spruce or Austrian Pine are the least tolerant to salt.  

j) The placement of sidewalks should be oriented to link building entrances. 
k) A minimum of one parking lot sidewalk should be provided for every eight (8) rows of 

parking. 
 

  
Figure 11: Commercial Parking and Building Configuration  
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6.0 EMPLOYMENT AREAS 
 
 
6.1 OBJECTIVES 
 
a) To achieve a high standard of building design.  
b) To encourage building design that provides continuity and enclosure to the street and open 

space system.  
c) To provide new development that is compatible with adjacent development and open 

space.  
d) To encourage building design that contributes to the special image of the employment 

areas within the natural and cultural context of New Tecumseth. 
e) To preserve and enhance existing buildings and structures of heritage or cultural 

significance. 
 

 
   Photo 20: Existing Industrial Areas: Beeton 
 
6.2 GENERAL GUIDELINES 
 
a) An architecturally treated building facade fronting the public street at the minimum setback 

line is encouraged, in order to define a more urban street edge. 
b) In general, the required minimum building frontage should be in proportion to the lot 

frontage and the proposed front yard setback. 
c) The percentage of building frontage required should increase proportionally for wider lots. 
d) To enhance building visibility and quality, built form and massing should emphasize key 

elements including building entrances and forecourts; in particular, variations in articulation 
of the building envelope are encouraged. 
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e) The scale of the building should be compatible with neighbouring properties, particularly 
adjacent to open space or where dissimilar land uses abut. 

f) Building massing should minimize impacts on neighbouring properties with respect to 
privacy, noise and sunlight access. 

g) Corner buildings should be located with minimum setbacks to reinforce their focal role. 
Entrances should be located at or close to the corner. 

h) Building heights should be determined on an individual basis according to site, adjacent 
development and impact on views. 

i) Orient service, loading and manufacturing areas to the rear of the building, away from 
public view. 

j) Large areas of unbroken parking should be avoided. Landscaping should be used to define 
smaller areas, improve edge conditions and provide for pedestrian walkways. The amount 
of landscaping should be proportionate to the overall parking lot size. 
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7.0 PUBLIC FACILITIES AND GATEWAYS  
 
7.1 PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
 
The built form of Public buildings such as schools, places of worship and other civic uses 
should reinforce the small town and rural character of New Tecumseth while showcasing fine 
architectural design that will evoke a sense of pride. As public uses, these buildings should 
reflect the built character the Community most desires. 
 
a) Public Buildings are recommended to have a strong public presence in the community 

through their location on prominent sites such as a view terminus, major intersection, and 
park or on a major street (see Photo 21). 

b) The community presence of public buildings should be established through built form, scale 
and site plan conditions. 

c) The proximity of Public Buildings to neighbourhood parks, woodlots, local commercial and 
high density residential is intended to contribute to their focal role, and for schools, promote 
reciprocal use of surrounding resources within adjoining neighbourhoods, parks and 
woodlots. 

d) Designs for schools should recognize the respective School Board’s requirements for the 
design of school buildings, site access, parking, school yards and relationships to the 
adjoining streets and land uses. Schools should be seen as a positive amenity to the 
surrounding community through the potential sharing of facilities (i.e. playing fields, library, 
meeting place, auditorium, gymnasium and parking). The extended use of facilities can 
provide schools with additional revenue, promote their community profile and increase 
safety around school sites through more intense day and nighttime programming of 
activities. 

 

 
Photo 21: Strong Public Presence – Church in Tottenham 
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7.2 GATEWAYS 
 
Gateways define entry into the Town, community or neighbourhood and the manner in which 
they are designed should reflect the desired image for the area.  The hierarchy of Gateways for 
New Tecumseth is generally as follows: 
 

Town Gateways should be located at the boundaries of the Municipality to inform 
visitors of entry into New Tecumseth. 
 
Community Gateways should be located at the edges of the three urban communities – 
Alliston, Beeton and Tottenham.  These gateways are intended to identify the unique 
urban areas that comprise New Tecumseth, however, the ever-expanding urban edges 
may mean that the gateway feature should be designed to be easily moved or reverted 
to another use. 
 
District Gateways should be located at the edges of distinct areas within the 
communities such as historical districts, commercial cores, major parks or employment 
areas. 
 
Neighbourhood Gateways should be located at the entry into well-defined 
neighbourhoods to inform visitors as well as to provide residents with a sense of 
community. 

 
In addition to signs and depending on the site and impact desired, gateways may incorporate a 
variety and combination of methods within an open space or built form condition: 
 
Built Gateways 
Different gateways will take on a different style of development depending on the location 
within the community. The built form of these gateway areas should reflect the character of the 
community while applying landmark built form features to enhance their strategic location and 
orientation value within the public realm framework. In some cases, gateway points are located 
within rural lands and should be developed in a way that is compatible with the surrounding 
landscape. This can be achieved by building upon existing natural features such as hedgerows, 
significant tree-stands and woodlots.   
 
a) Buildings should have a strong exposure to their corner site or view terminus. 
b) Buildings should be expressed as landmark structures, emphasizing their visibility and focal 

role through high quality architectural design. 
c) Locate buildings at minimum setbacks to reflect a traditional town image 
d) Where appropriate, incorporate taller non-habitable structures or freestanding elements (i.e. 

towers, signs, entry pavilions) to frame and signal the importance of the gateway or 
terminus locations. The scale and design of these elements should express an identifiable 
image up close or at a distance.  

e) In rural or lower density locations, signage or landscaped features should be used to mark 
gateway locations.  Existing elements such as heritage buildings and structures or 
preserved tree stands or hedgerows may also take on a gateway role.  

 
Open Space Gateways 
Incorporating an open space component into gateways provides relief in the built form of 
streetscapes and is an effective way to announce a sense of entry. 
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a) The scale and treatment of gateway spaces will vary depending on the importance and 
function of the area.  

b) Gateways to neighbourhoods or districts should where possible incorporate a small passive 
green or a more symbolic wide, tree lined centre median in the road.  

c) Gateways spaces can simply be an extension of purely functional activity that often occurs 
at an intersection and where people interact such as a bus stop or community mailbox. In 
such circumstances it is appropriate to provide a parkette with seating. 

 

 
 Photo 22: Gateway: Landscaped Entry into Legacy, Markham 
 
7.3 COMMUNITY MAIL BOXES 
 
Designed Community Mailboxes in other municipalities are generally the responsibility of the 
developer.  Only in large newly developed communities with multiple builders are design 
guidelines for community mailboxes generally provided, however these guidelines are applied 
only to that location and they are created by the developer to ensure consistency across the 
proposed community.  These guidelines are usually very detailed in their descriptions and they 
use standard post boxes as per the current issue of Postal Delivery Standards Manual by 
Canada Post.   
 
The Town should work with Canada Post and developers towards enhancing locations and 
designs of community mailboxes.  The general location of these facilities should be addresses 
at the Community Block Plan stage.  The developers must obtain final approval from the 
municipality prior to installation. 
 
a) The general location of community mailboxes should be addressed at the Block Plan stage 

for new communities. 
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b) The Town should continue to work with the utilities to examine ways to determine an 
improved interface of the utilities within the new urban communities. 

c) The Town should work with Canada Post and the development community towards 
enhanced locations and design of community mailboxes. 

 
 

 
Photo 23: Community Mailbox: Enhanced Design and Located in the Central Neighbourhood Park,  
Morrison Common, Oakville 
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8.0 STREETSCAPES 
 
Streetscape is a key element of the public realm. The street network comprises the largest 
component of public space and it is the principal interface between built form and the public 
realm. Furthermore, as the infrastructure most used by residents and visitors, streets play a 
dominant role in determining the character of the community. 
 
8.1 OBJECTIVES 
 
a) Create a distinct and high quality streetscape realm 
b) Provide connections to the community and local neighbourhood level. 
c) Maintain views to the open space and provide views and connections to heritage features 

and landmark buildings and structures 
d) Acknowledge through the design and dimensions of streetscapes their critical role as areas 

for recreation and socializing 
 
8.2 GENERAL GUIDELINES 
 
Street trees  
a) Street trees should be located between the curb and the sidewalk 
b) Double rows of trees should be provided where the street serves as a major gateway or 

pedestrian linkage. 
c) Species selection should avoid the creation a of streetscape monoculture.  
d) Species selection should be of a shade tree variety, however, there may be exceptions for 

ornamental or functional reasons. 
 
Sidewalks and Paving  
a)  Typical sidewalk widths are demonstrated in the street section figures. 
b) With the exception of local roads sidewalks should be provided on both sides of the street.  
c) Sidewalks may be provided on only one side of the street on double loaded roads.  
d) Single-loaded roads should provided sidewalks on the side of the street where frontages 

are located. 
e) The sidewalk network should be designed to connect to the adjoining recreational trail 

networks.  
f) Existing trees preserved within the right-of-way should be considered in the alignment of 

sidewalks. 
 
Street Lighting  
a) Character features should be located on all streets considered for gateways treatment. 
b) Where sidewalks have a significant setback from the street additional pedestrian lighting 

should be provided in the right-of-way. 
 
Street Furniture  
a) Street furniture should be coordinated to ensure a consistent and unified streetscape.  
b) Benches, trash cans, tree grates and guards etc. should be placed with regard for 

pedestrian comfort and circulation in and around buildings, vehicular traffic and parking 
unloading and loading areas.  
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 Photos 24 + 25: Different Streetscapes for Different Purposes – Tottenham and Beeton 
 
Utilities Placement 
a) Utilities such as Bell DMS Units, Micro Hubs, transformers, and pedestals should be sited 

with regard for their visual impact on the streetscape.  
b) Wherever possible, above ground utilities should be located away from intersections, day-

lighting triangles and visual axis such as the end of T-intersections or other view corridors. 
c) Consider below-grade utility placement.  
 
Street Intersection Treatment  
a) The turning radius at intersections should be minimized wherever possible as a traffic 

calming measure and to minimize the crossing distance for pedestrians 
b) Where on street parking is provided, consideration should be given to an expanded 

boulevard at intersections to reduce pavement widths in place of parking 
c) Where single-loaded roads front a neighbourhood park or open space, one-way streets 

should be considered to minimize the distance pedestrians cross. 
d) On major arterial roads within the community, a minimum 4 metre landscaped centre 

median should be provided where possible with turning lanes. 
 
On- Street Parking  
a) On-street parking should be provided at a minimum of one side for all local roads. 
b) Where possible, collector roads should provide for off-peak on–street parking on both sides 

of the street. 
c) Where a road abuts a park, open space or community use such as a school, parking should 

be located on the open space side of the street  
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Transit  
a) In anticipation of possible future public transit in the Town of New Tecumseth, consideration 

should be given to the location of travel lanes on arterials and major collector roads.  
b) Transit lanes should be placed at major intersections and careful consideration should be 

given to the placement and design of shelters as it pertains to the character of the 
streetscape. 

 
Bicycle Lanes   
a) On-street bicycle lanes should be provided on collector or major local roads where they 

should strategically and directly link recreation trails, major parks, schools and other public 
facilities. 

b) On-street bicycle lanes should be a minimum of 1.5 metres on both sides of the road and 
can be accommodated by increasing the road width and marking the route on the 
pavement. 

c) Arterial roads should provide for bicycle lanes off-street where possible.  
d) Off-street bicycle lanes could be located on the boulevard between the curb and sidewalk 

by increasing the width of the “splash” area.  An off-street bicycle lane can be provided on 
either side of the road or a two-way route can be accommodated on one side with a 
“splash” area that is a minimum of 3 metres. 

 
Figures 12-14 illustrate typical cross sections for urban local roads that are double and single 
loaded, as well as a typical collector road. 
 

B R O O K   M C IL R O Y   P L A N N I N G    +   U R B A N   D E S I G N 40



TOWN OF NEW TECUMSETH URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES 

 
  Figure 12: Urban Local Road – sidewalk on two sides 
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    Figure 13: Urban Local Road – single-loaded at open space with ROW encroachment on public lands 
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Figure 14: Urban Collector Road with service road or open crescent condition on left 
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9.0 IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Upon Council approval of the Urban Design Guidelines, where possible, zoning and other 
relevant bylaws should be amended to be consistent with the objectives and policies it 
presents.  Zoning will be the most effective means by which much of the Urban Design 
Guidelines will be implemented, as the guidelines alone do not have jurisdiction under the 
Ontario Planning Act or Municipal Act.  Still, guidelines are used extensively throughout the 
Province, as their primary purpose is to provide clarity to stakeholders of the desired vision and 
means of development of a given area.   
 
Where they cannot be implemented through zoning, the guidelines can be used in reviewing 
applications and in the process of site plan approval.  Additional implementation initiatives are 
recommended as follows: 
 

• Develop a more detailed set of comprehensive urban design guidelines that establishes 
standards that can be directly implemented through zoning by-laws and that reflects 
specific land uses and the distinctions between the communities that make up New 
Tecumseth.   

 
• Develop “Town Framework Plans” that form a part of the Urban Design Guidelines and 

that consist of the identification of the open space system and general road network for 
the urban expansion areas as well as specific guidelines for new development in these 
areas. 

 
• Develop a set of detailed guidelines for the preservation and strengthening of the three 

Community Core Areas as well as strategies for signs, infill and streetscape 
improvements. 

 
• As a condition of Draft Plan Approval, Architectural Control Guidelines should be 

required of the applicant that reflect the principles of the Urban Design Guidelines and 
apply these principles in greater detail to individual lots and subdivision developments. 

 
• Consistently use the guidelines in the early stages of development process. 

 
• Include all Town departments (engineering, planning, parks and recreation) in the 

implementation of the Urban Design Guidelines. 
 

• To build a culture of support for urban design, solicit input from Town Council and the 
public in the next stage of the development of comprehensive and detailed Urban 
Design Guidelines. 
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