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INTRODUCTION
The Town of New Tecumseth is undertaking a process 
to update its Zoning By-law. As part of the Town’s 
public engagement strategy, an online survey was 
developed through the Metroquest platform. The 
goal of the survey was to gather additional public 
feedback on the proposed strategies for updating New 
Tecumseth’s Zoning By-law.

The survey ran online from January 6, 2020 until 
February 25, 2020, with 241 respondents producing 
4,259 total data points. Demographic data shows that 
survey participants were almost evenly split between 
men and women, and represented a variety of age 
groups. Further, the distribution of postal codes 
indicates that respondents come from across the 
Town.

Online Survey
2/25/2020 New Tecumseth Zoning Update - MetroQuest Studio

https://studio.metroquest.com/#/Project?customer=203&project=3726&form=AllScreens 1/4

Screenshot of survey welcome page
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The demographics of the respondents are as follows: (percentages have been 
rounded)

Demographics - Question 3
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Demographics - Question 3

Female

Male

Gender (of those 
who self-reported):

Female – 54%
Male – 46%

3/11/2020 New Tecumseth Zoning Update - Data Center - MetroQuest Studio

https://studio.metroquest.com/#/Data?customer=203&project=3726 1/2
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Screen 5

 QUESTIONS  ANSWERS  TREEMAP  TABLE

Distribution of answers by question.

Data points for this Screen:

Responses: 582

Private: 53  Comments: 22

Question

Postal code 

Answer

L9R 0

L0G1A0

L0G1W0

L0L 1L

L0l1l0

L9r
L9R 1P

L9r0b8L9r0g6
L9R0l7

L9R0L9
L9r0n7

L9r0n8

L9R0t7
L9r1a5
L9r1b1
L9R1C9
L9R1H2

L9R1J4
L9r1m3

L9r1v2
L9R1X6

L9r2e6
Lr90l7

 MetroQuest Studio

Age:

20 and under – 3%
21-35 – 23%
36-50 – 37%
51-65 – 28%
66+ - 9%

The postal code distribution of the respondents is as follows:
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PRIORITY RANKING
Survey participants were provided with 
eight strategies for the Zoning By-law 
update and asked to select their top 
five strategies and rank them in order 
of priority.

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

The average ranking of the strategies, 
from highest to lowest priority, was as 
follows:

• Housing
• Buildings
• Downtowns
• Industrial Areas
• Walkability
• Zoning Categories
• Climate Change
• Graphics

The following are the common themes 
of comments received with respect 
to each one of the strategies for the 
Zoning By-law update. 

2/25/2020 New Tecumseth Zoning Update - MetroQuest Studio

https://studio.metroquest.com/#/Project?customer=203&project=3726&form=AllScreens 2/4

Screenshot of priority ranking page

The survey consisted of two main parts:

• A Priority Ranking where participants were asked to rank 
five preferred strategies for the Zoning By-law update, in 
order of priority.

• A Strategy Rating where participants were asked to 
rate concepts for the Zoning By-law update, based on 
importance.

Participants were also given the opportunity to make additional 
comments on the proposed concepts.
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Common Themes in Comments

Housing
• Introduce more – and more affordable – housing 

for people of all ages
• Build range of building and unit types that meet 

the needs of a diverse population – including 
single people, families, and seniors

• Ensure the density and form of new housing sup-
ports the Town’s character and feel

• Locate a range of housing options near services, 
businesses, and recreation spaces

“All housing style/design/height/density etc. 
should conform to the ‘old Ontario town’ feel”

“Affordable housing developments to allow a 
broader demographic population.”

Buildings
• Introduce low- to mid-rise buildings in mixed-use 

environments
• Ensure new buildings respond to local context 

and built heritage
• Include affordable housing options 

“No more than 3 stories on a main road with green 
spaces and mixing commercial with high quality 
residential is desirable.”.

“Max 3 stories on main streets and retain heritage 
looks on new building.”

Downtowns
• Respect and preserve downtown’s heritage and 

unique identity
• Encourage mixed-use development
• Address parking needs for residents and 

businesses

“Perhaps mixed use of some sort will prove to 
work, but I don’t see it today.”

“Keep the ‘old Ontario town’.. VERY important for 
community closeness/cohesiveness and a good 
family feel.”

Industrial Areas
• Maintain sufficient separation between industrial 

and residential areas
• Arrange zones to allow for easy commuting to 

work
• Industry is an important source of employment 

and tax revenue; attract business growth and jobs

“The current industrial areas are, in my opinion, 
well organized to be at a good distance from the 
residential areas.”

“Need more industry in order to generate tax 
revenue so we can do other projects. Give an 
environment where people can work close to 
home rather than commute.”
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Walkability
• Create safe sidewalks throughout neighbour-

hoods and to key destinations
• Reduce reliance on automobiles by supporting 

walkability, cycling, and transit
• Enhance walkability to support the Town’s 

character

“Various means to promote walking wherever 
possible instead of reliance on cars and trucks”

“Walkability is a key component of the small town 
feeling that I love about New Tecumseth.”

Zoning Categories
• Ensure new development adheres to the Official 

Plan 
• Approach zoning changes carefully, and consider 

long-term impacts
• Allow for some flexibility – but not too much

“We have an official plan that stipulates density, 
land usage etc.  It needs to be followed and not 
allow developers to trample it for their own gain.”

“Not too flexible”

Climate Change
• Enhance and expand waste reduction, reuse, and 

recycling programs
• Preserve, protect, and expand natural areas
• Curb congestion and reduce auto-reliance

“Plant lots of trees. Make lots of parks. Keep the 
rivers, ditches, wetland, pond areas CLEAN!”

“A very real issue. I have seen many changes 
in our weather over my lifetime, mostly towards 
being much warmer. We need public transit, get 
cars off the road, local work, and plant many 
trees, not keep cutting them down to satisfy 
developers.”

Graphics
• Use graphics to communicate key concepts to 

residents

“I believe this will prove to be beneficial when 
explaining new concepts and ideas to residents.”
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The concepts were as follows:
• Diverse Neighbourhoods: More permission for 

other types of housing throughout neighbour-
hoods (e.g. townhouses, duplexes, triplexes).

• More Affordable Housing: Facilitating smaller 
units, second units and apartment/condominium 
buildings.

• Pedestrian Friendly: Requiring buildings and 
main entrances to face the street with clear pe-
destrian routes.

• Urban Building Placement: Closer spacing 
between buildings, and bringing buildings closer 
to the street.

• Focus on Compatibility: New buildings must 
consider sizes and setbacks of existing buildings 
and protect from shading/overlook.

• Parking (Commercial): Locate parking behind 
buildings, reduce parking requirements where 
appropriate.

• Parking (Residential): Limit garage/driveway 
sizes and widths, potential for parking in rear 
lanes for new development.

STRATEGY RATING
Survey participants were provided with fourteen 
concepts for the Zoning By-law update, divided into 
four parts. For each concept, participants were asked 
to indicate its importance by applying a star rating 
from one to five.

2/25/2020 New Tecumseth Zoning Update - MetroQuest Studio

https://studio.metroquest.com/#/Project?customer=203&project=3726&form=AllScreens 3/4

Screenshot of strategy rating page

• Promote Cycling: Minimum bicycle parking re-
quirements for larger developments.

• Vibrant Downtowns: Require large sidewalk-fac-
ing windows, allow patios, introduce new uses

• More People Downtown: Facilitate residential 
and mixed use development (e.g. live-work units, 
apartments/condominiums)

• Transition Zones: Transition between primarily 
residential, commercial and industrial areas with 
mixed uses and a variety of building types

• Greening the Town: Minimum amount of land-
scaping on properties (e.g. grass, gardens, trees/
shrubs)

• Climate Change Mitigation: Minimum amount 
of permeable surfaces where water can be 
absorbed into the ground (e.g. green spaces, 
gravel, special paving)

• Roof Designs: Create height and/or locational 
requirements for peaked versus flat roofs
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS
The following are the concepts listed from high-
est to lowest based on their weighted scores (the 
number of times each was rated X the average 
star rating). 

The top concepts receiving a weighted score of 
more than 800 are :

• More Affordable Housing
• More People Downtown
• Pedestrian Friendly 
• Diverse Neighbourhoods

The next concepts receiving a weighted score of 
more than 600 are:

• Vibrant Downtowns
• Transition Zones
• Greening the Town
• Parking in Commercial Areas

The lower rated concepts receiving a weighted 
score of more than 500 are:

• Focus on Compatibility
• Climate Change
• Promote Cycling
• Roof Designs
• Urban Building Placement

Parking in residential areas received the lowest 
weighted score.

The following are the common themes from 
comments received with respect to each one of 
the concepts to be considered in the Zoning By-
law update.

Common Themes in Comments

More Affordable Housing
• Many respondents felt affordable housing in a 

range of housing types was much needed. Others 
felt affordable housing should only be provided 
in certain building forms and/or areas. Other 
respondents felt more affordable housing is not 
necessary.

• Consider impacts on traffic and parking

More People Downtown
• Increase mixed-use development downtown while 

providing sufficient parking and transportation 
options

• Ensure new development respects existing built 
form and neighbourhood character

Diverse Neighbourhoods
• Retaining the Town’s heritage environment and 

unique character
• Ensuring that new buildings respect existing built 

form and heights
• Support neighbourhood walkability and accessi-

bility by introducing a range of uses and ameni-
ties within neighbourhoods

Pedestrian Friendly
• Provide clear and safe pedestrian walkways and 

crossings
• Encourage more walking and cycling

Vibrant Downtowns
• Enhance Downtown’s walkability, improve trans-

portation options, and make the area more us-
er-friendly and vibrant
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Promote Cycling
• Bicycle parking requirements are necessary, but 

should be accompanied by safe cycling infra-
structure on roads and paths

• Consider how cycling use may decrease in winter 
months

Roof Designs
• Tailor roof design requirements to the needs of 

individual buildings and neighbourhoods
• Consider other initiatives like green roofs and 

solar panels

Parking (Residential)
• Off-street residential parking is necessary; drive-

way areas and widths should reflect the reality of 
vehicle ownership in the city

• On-street parking should be provided, but bal-
anced with other curbside uses

• Consider off-street parking in laneways

Greening the Town
• Encourage more planting and trees by maximiz-

ing landscape requirements
• Ensure that landscape By-laws are enforceable 

and enforced
• Introduce additional planting on boulevards and 

streets

Climate Change
• Support requirements for permeable surfaces and 

green spaces in new developments
• Consider creative ways to make hard surfaces 

like driveways more permeable

Focus on Compatibility
• Prioritize compatibility

Urban Building Placement
• Maintain separation between buildings and to the 

street to avoid crowding and maintain the Town’s 
character

• Consider impacts on parking, sunlight, and side-
walk space

Transition Zones
• Maintain adequate separation between industrial 

and commercial/residential uses

Parking (Commercial)
• Ensure that parking requirements reflect the 

reality of auto-reliance in the Town – providing 
sufficient parking is important

• Provide sufficient accessible parking
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Appendix

RECORD OF ALL COMMENTS

Priority Ranking

Housing
• More affordable housing
• I prefer single family homes because townhomes, 

row housing tend to end up looking rundown as 
often renters are in these units.

• In DESPERATE need of Lower Income Housing 
for the young & old Tottenham area pls ☺

• Lots should be at least 50 feet in frontage.  No 
cramming in or townhouses.

• All housing style/design/height/density etc. 
Should conform to the ‘old Ontario town’ feel, 
i.e..... the ‘old town of  Alliston. They should fit in!

• I support building new residential subdivisions so 
our city becomes bigger and that would attract 
big companies to invest in New Tecumseth

• We need some affordable housing and senior 
housing.

• Planners should insist that every development 
has bachelor and one bedroom units. We cannot 
only build for families with two jobs two cars and 
two kids. Singles need homes too.

• Within a growth zone to have a variety of housing 
types with consideration to low cost housing of all 
types within these areas

• More off street parking should be required
• As a 20 year resident in New Tecumseth I have 

recently witnessed a substantial increase in hous-
ing development with many projects approved 
and not started.  Yet with this major increase 
in the tax base the town has experienced my 
property taxes have increased greater than the 
rate of inflation.  Also, the town’s road infrastruc-
ture has not kept pace.  Roads are the same, just 
busier, with more back ups, time delays and lack 
of parking. Where has all of this new found cash 
windfall gone?

• Affordable housing developments to allow a 
broader demographic population.

• Would like more granny flats for seniors to live 
closer to family. Also closer to services such as 
grocery stores, parks ,hair salons and banks. 

• Would like more ‘granny flats’ to accommodate 
seniors independent living closer to families and 
services like grocery stores and banks. Less reli-
ance on the car.

• Support home based businesses by expanding 
commercial zoning/allowing more flexibility and 
less restrictions for business use of home on 
main streets

• Attract builders to build affordable housing with 
breaks on the DC’s or something

Buildings
• No more than 3 stories on a main road with green 

spaces and mixing commercial with high quality 
residential is desirable .

• Max 3 stories on main streets and retain heritage 
looks on new building.

• Stop allowing CHEAP builders like Pratt to build 
ugly looking, utilitarian  buildings that do not 
match the heritage buildings in town. You must 
maintain the look of Old Town, Ontario with heri-
tage buildings or buildings that blend well with the 
old.

• More affordable apartments
• Build Low Income Housing in the Tottenham area 

PLS.
• Welcome buildings for sure its smart way to use 

new tecumseth lands

Downtowns
• Beeton. The Royal Bank recently said they 

were closing the only branch bank in the town,  
Inconvenient for most clients but elderly people in 
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town will have major difficulty.
• Need to move forward on the development of the 

rec centre/community centre.
• This is a good idea but heritage look and feel 

must be respected
• This issue will be a challenge for the foreseeable 

future as shopping in the downtown cores of town 
is difficult.  Little or no parking, poor selection of 
store categories, typically the stores are expen-
sive compared to other retail, etc.

• Perhaps mixed use of some sort will prove to 
work, but I don’t see it today.

• Encourage high density residential above com-
mercial properties

• Regarding intensification and development 
careful planning and detailed ‘enforceable’ crite-
ria needs to be set in place   before entering into 
any contracts to minimize issues with residents 
later on - to avoid certain issues like noise, dust, 
odour, and flooding issues

• Encourage the preservation of our downtowns.
• I think that minimum size of units should be elim-

inated. Building code should suffice. Allow tiny 
homes. Will work towards affordable housing.

• Keep the ‘old Ontario town’.. VERY important for 
community closeness/cohesiveness and a good 
family feel.

• Incorporate parking behind buildings so people 
aren’t parking on the streets.

• I live right where all the action happens in 
Tottenham (4 corners Queen & Mill st) I see 
and hear a lot of ignorant newcomers speeding 
through town at dusk/midnight and no police 
around.  People parking in private parking not 
caring about the private parking signs.  Drivers 
taking detours off Queen to Mill around buildings 
just to avoid RED lights endangering ppl who 
have businesses and residents here; someone is 
going to get hit!  Where the old Tottenham Motel 
stood needs to be paved desperately and a pri-
vate fence put up so when cars are idling outside 
my window the privacy fence stops car exhaust :P 
Factory PMC needs to be torn down to build Low 
Income Housing/doesn’t matter if it’s not owned 

by SC.  It’s a health hazard. 
• If by that you mean condos such as they have 

done in Toronto then you risk losing the small 
town feeling that we live in New Tecumseth for.

Industrial Areas
• The current industrial areas are, in my opinion, 

well organized to be at a good distance from the 
residential areas.

• I support providing more competitive and lower 
prices for leasing land or industrial buildings to 
attract more commercial and industrial business-
es to new tecumseth

• More companies, more jobs
• Need more industry in order to generate tax rev-

enue so we can do other projects. Give an envi-
ronment where people can work close to home 
rather than commute.

• I’m not sure what is meant by ‘urban’ built forms.  
If the town believes more industrial is needed or 
desired then it appears to me that the develop-
ment should be in an area away from residential 
where possible and the road infrastructure should 
be in place to support it.

• Definitely not if this means more people actually 
living within established industrial zones

• Keep separate from residential areas
• We need to work harder at attracting industry and 

businesses here

Walkability
• More walkway and cycling paths through neigh-

borhoods and especially to recreation areas (Ntr)
• Continue to push for pubic transportation. 

Continue to improve our rural roads to have good 
shoulders and paved roads

• Housing and commercial close by invites more 
social interaction and better mental health for all 
ages.

• Various means to promote  walking wherever 
possible instead of reliance on cars and trucks

• For seniors
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or elementary).  A desire for better walkways or 
pathways for walking or cycling near ALL recre-
ational complexes to make safer foot traffic to 
NTR and arenas.

• We need to keep the cannabis growing in the 
industrial area what ever the license or registra-
tion is

• No cannabis shops in new tec. Especially not 
near secondary or elementary schools.  OK to 
mix some commercial in a residential neighbor-
hood. For example salon

Climate Change
• Plant lots of trees.  Make lots of parks.  Keep the 

rivers, ditches, wetland, pond areas CLEAN!
• A very real issue.  I have seen many changes 

in our weather over my lifetime, mostly towards 
being much warmer.  We need public transit, 
get cars off the road, local work, and plant many 
trees, not keep cutting them down to satisfy 
developers.

• No building without proven drainage solutions.
• Keeping all industries where noise, dust, and 

odour are factors confined to sites that are zoned  
industrial and away from any areas where people 
reside in homes of any type

• Curbside garage sale swap for free. Move good 
items to the curb and if not taken by the end of 
the day bring them back in. Kingston municipality 
does this. Keep stuff out of the dump.  Also better 
tax rebates on solar panels and lights. More traffic 
roundabouts keep traffic flow and less gas emis-
sions at traffic lights.

• New Tecumseth mission could include more recy-
cling at the curb such as curb swap. Putting out at 
the curb good merchandise (not broken) to give 
away free and take back at the end of the day. 
Giant free garage sale swap. Also better tax re-
bates on solar panels on new homes in new tec.

Graphics
• I believe this will prove to be beneficial when ex-

plaining new concepts and ideas to residents.

• No more condos ridiculously close to sidewalks 
like at Patterson and Main. 

• There are a lot of people who don’t drive
• Walkability is a key component of the small town 

feeling that I love about New Tecumseth.
• We need safe places to walk and the Trans-

Canada Trail to be linked in all sections.
• I moved here from Orangeville.  That town USED 

to have a great community feel to it.  Subsequent 
new and fairly spread out growth, has resulted in 
a fractured , disconnected feel to the whole town. 
No Sense of a neighborly/fun/family town that 
it once was. A shame that many of us long time 
homeowner/families felt.

Zoning Categories
• I would not be experienced enough to submit an 

opinion
• I have lived in Alliston for 30yrs and the zoning 

bylaws are terrible. I have a family member stay-
ing with me and I’m not allowed to park 3 cars 
in my driveway???? Ridiculous!!!!  My taxes are 
paid  My property is well looked after  Can’t park 
in the roads......which just promotes drinking and 
driving as far as I’m concerned 

• Disagree - developers are always trying to find 
ways to push the limits.

• We have an official plan that stipulates density, 
land usage etc.  It needs to be followed and not 
allow developers to trample it for their own gain.

• Allow people to have chickens in their backyards.
• Few zoning categories may be helpful.  But I 

believe careful thought needs to be encouraged 
when setting these zoning areas up.  The zoning 
should be a long term proposition.  Individual 
make long term investments in their homes, busi-
nesses etc and to change a zoning area to allow 
a category that does not fit properly should not 
be allowed. Sometimes, NO, is the answer to a 
zoning change request.

• Not too flexible
• Do not wish cannabis shops in new Tecumseth 

area and certainly not near schools (secondary 
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not acceptable.  The condo/apartment buildings 
need to be near shopping and not in the middle of 
housing areas already established.

• No condos.

More Affordable Housing

• No tax dollars for subsidized housing
• Condos should be kept away from existing homes
• We definitely need affordable housing.  Rent is 

crazy expensive.  We have a growing senior pop-
ulation who need places to live that are physically 
manageable.

• Not necessary
• NOT condos Apartment buildings are sorely 

needed
• LOW INCOME TOWNHOUSES PLEASE.  

Parents deserve to give their children in 
TOTTENHAM a backyard - driveway to play in/
on.

• Only low-rise condos no more than 3 stories and 
at least 100 feet from sidewalks.

• Only in specific areas
• Allowing basement apartments is good however 

we have to make sure street parking isn’t af-
fected. Otherwise we should be pushing for low 
rise/ mid rise apartments near walkable areas/ 
shopping.

• I agree in theory with affordable housing, but 
again, I cannot give a star rating on this.  I do not 
agree with removing current well built structures 
already in place that serve a community use or 
could serve a use for the total community to be 
torn down to provide housing. Also, I think current 
Town land holdings should remain within Town 
control and not be sold to developers.

• Like to keep things the way they are
• Traffic and parking congestion will be a concern if 

more housing is introduced.
• It all sounds good in theory, but is it practical in 

the town’s situation? How will code requirements 

Diverse Neighbourhoods

• Would like to keep the heritage environment in 
mind with mixed housing types. And still keep 
green space

• Sounds good, but the change has to work with 
existing development and the town’s current and 
planned infrastructure changes.

• Great idea what isn’t a great idea is four story or 
higher condos that destroy the heritage look of 
the town.

• Like to keep things the way they are
• Cannot give a star rating on this. To me, 

Communication is the key.   Asking those already 
in established neighbourhoods their views on the 
subject before proceeding to amend established 
By-Laws.  Different neighbourhoods may have 
totally different views on the subject. 

• What would be more important is diversity of land 
use in neighbourhoods.  Can you walk to ameni-
ties from your neighbourhood?

• Intensification with total disregard for existing 
homeowners is wrong

• We should be having more shopping accessibil-
ity in our neighbourhoods. Have the most dense 
housing around this and slowly fade to single 
homes away. But a general mix is also good

• In specific areas only
• Need more mixed and multi-family development
• You ruin neighbourhoods this way.
• No townhouses.
• Buildings should match existing houses in the 

area and not impede on the existing houses and 
their backyards

• LOW INCOME HOUSING PLEASE
• No condos in a subdivision keep it with homes
• Definitely not. The town has a ‘small town’ feel 

and it needs to stay this way. If it doesn’t we may 
as well become part of Toronto.

• In already established neighbourhoods, adding 
a 5 storey building over 1 and 2 storey houses is 

Strategy Rating 
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change and are they enforceable? What will 
be the effect on other residents in the affected 
areas?

• And include bungalow style living especially for 
people with mobility issues or seniors .

Pedestrian Friendly

• Lighting seems to be an issue with some entranc-
es. Pathways also could use improved lighting. 
Why not solar?

• Sounds good especially in the downtown core 
area. Careful consideration has to be taken.  
Once something has been built, it has to be 
maintained - who will do that? The Nottawasaga 
development has no sidewalks, yet many pedes-
trians.  Is it working?

• Preserve the charm of our downtown area, en-
courage more pedestrian traffic.

• I’m not sure about the ‘facing the street’ man-
date but clear pedestrian friendly walkways are 
important.

• Albert st needs more crossings.
• And bike friendly.
• It’s not the buildings it’s the people on bikes or 

scooters with no respect for bylaws. Police the 
bylaws!

Urban Building Placement

• Not necessary.
• Not at all - farther from the street and more green 

space.
• This will ensure less sunshine as well and more 

of a ‘ghetto’ feel.
• No - not at all.
• Must remember to plan for snow removal both 

private owners and the municipality
• Car should be behind buildings down laneways. 

Not in front pushing the houses back.
• We are a rural farming community. Not an Urban 

paradise.
• Closer spacing has already caused problems in 

newer areas
• Due to the lack of public transit in New tec we 

also need to think wisely on parking issues. 
People need cars and most homes have more 
than one car.  This needs to be considered in 
everything.

• I think that buildings having some space between 
them for pedestrians to access parking behind 
buildings is important in many cases and so can-
not agree with the subject as printed here.

• Do not cram up New Tech space is precious
• There seems to be a contradiction.  How can you 

provide a pedestrian friendly area if the buildings 
etc are closer to the street?

• Do not bring buildings closer to the street. Allow 
some green between sidewalk and front door 
such as in Europe.

• Buildings should not be close to streets. There 
needs to be space for accessing underground 
pipes & utilities. Drainage is important for flood-
ing with our expected extreme climate patterns. 
There has to be space for snow removal and 
sidewalks.

Additional Suggestions

• Allow lower income families a chance to rent with-
out credit checks.  It’s impossible to rent for LIF 
with poor credit rates - this should be a focus.

• Having parking areas included in new develop-
ment areas so that those with more than one car/ 
overnight guests can park somewhere overnight. 
We have these big homes with basement apart-
ments or multi generations under one roof, and 
no where to park the cars. This needs to be re-
flected in either smarter sidewalk locations so that 
more cars can legally fit in driveways or we need 
to come up with a solution as to where to put 
them long term. There is no transit so we need to 
accept cars

• In Part 1, as you will see, I could not put a blan-
ket star rating with some topics as the Subjects 
presented are too complicated to address in this 
manner.
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impede emergency services access and winter 
maintenance.

• Encourage builders to make garages bigger so 
that you can actually park a minivan in them. Also 
require subdivisions to have a few parking lots for 
visitors due to road park restrictions

• I have seen back lane house access in other 
towns and I love it!  I think it make for a much 
nicer streetscape!

• Most families have more than one vehicle.  
Driveway should be large enough for two vehi-
cles.  Garages should be large enough for an 
med size SUV.

• Lot widths should be wide enough so that every 
house can have side-by-side parking in their 
driveway.  Otherwise neighborhoods wind up 
looking like parking lots

• Encourage builders to provide enough off street 
parking via building set back and driveway size, 
on street parking is ridiculously over used

• I cannot agree as in fact widening the garage 
driveway widths would help to get cars off the 
streets.  Most homes now have more than one 
car and need to park on their property..

• Limiting has already caused problems

Promote Cycling

• This is to be encouraged but streets need to have 
safe access for bicycle use as well - not easy to 
do.

• No enough room on roads for bicycles, parking 
for them is not important

• Cycling lanes bring larger problematic issues for 
the town. Better to promote cycling paths.

• Winter.
• Absolutely.  All seniors homes and recreational 

areas could benefit from walking,cycling and dog 
pathways.

• It all sounds like a good idea at the time, but we 
live in a climate that is not conducive to ‘all year 
round’ biking conditions.

Focus on Compatibility

• This should be first priority, not the developers 
desire for sales

• Definitely!

Parking (Commercial)

• I agree with parking behind buildings but do not 
agree with reducing current parking requirements 
without carefully considering the benefits of these 
requirements.

• Remember that we are also a rural municipality.  
We drive to urban areas for business and per-
sonal reasons.  Still need parking spaces large 
enough to accommodate pick up trucks.

• There needs to be better attention to handicap 
accessible parking with the aging population.  Not 
in favour of reducing requirements as it will create 
congestion down the road.

• While I think parking should be behind buildings, 
we have no public transit so having a vehicles 
is a necessity here. Reducing parking is not 
appropriate.

• Sounds good, but enough parking is still 
important.

• Helpful if commercial buildings have a back door 
with good lighting for parking

Parking (Residential)

• Some properties could have garages in back with 
driveway at side of house

• NO.  The backs of the buildings are for the resi-
dences that live above and not for the businesses 
clients.  This whole thing is a mess.  Park on the 
street at no cost. 

• Homes need more parking to reduce street 
parking, which impedes roadwork and garbage 
collection.

• This is a commuter community with 2 or 3 
or 4 cars per household.  Limiting off street 
parking will cause problems in the future and 
lead to cluttered, overcrowded streets that will 
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Additional Suggestions

• Continue to monitor and have by laws that protect 
the rural area homes and farms from people that 
move in and assume that farming should change 
for them.

• Handicapped accessibility, places should never 
allowed to get away with hindering wheelchair or 
a persons’ ability to move freely

Vibrant Downtowns

• Leave it alone.
• Good in theory but it will cost to widen sidewalks 

and current roadways may be affected.  Not easy 
to do right away.

• The user friendly the downtown is made, the 
more people will use it.

• Lots of free parking, well lit, easy walking access 
all may help to make the downtown vibrant.

More People Downtown

• Sounds interesting.  Needs to be managed to 
ensure ease of access, ample parking, limited 
congestion.  Even increasing the population in 
downtown cores, residents will probably still re-
quire a mode of transportation to get to shopping 
centres, etc.

• Good in theory but will need to be carefully 
thought out and current Town buildings serving 
the community or Town buildings that could be 
used for the community should NOT be destroyed  
to provide this

• Fix... not extend.  Keep it the way it is pls.  Just fix 
what is broken.

• No condos.
• Make sure if you add condos/apartment buildings 

they are built in appropriate locations, not in exist-
ing back yards

• Promote business to they actually stay open 
longer. Loose the 80’s mentality in this town. That 
goes for everything.

• Again. We are a farming community, not Toronto

• Condos among commercial retail/office - yes

Transition Zones

• Yes..not 60 foot+ condos shadowing , existing 
two and one storey homes

• Industrial < commercial & residential
• Industrial should not be downtown!
• Omit industrial from statement.
• No.
• Sounds good in theory.

Greening the Town

• Sounds good in theory, but I don’t believe en-
forceable. Not everyone has a green thumb or 
care about trees etc.  I believe the main goal 
should be to ensure a property portrays a reason-
able street appearance and not cluttered with old 
cars, garbage, tractor trailers, etc.

• And encourage property owners to maintain 
better curbside appeal with bylaw officers enforc-
ing them. Reduce junk in front yard  remove old 
derelict cars, etc

• Need more not less
• More attention to making our boulevards and 

weed infested parks look groomed.  
• I agree in theory BUT still think allowing wider 

driveways to get residential cars off streets would 
be good.

• Green up the town
• Please explain. 
• Minimum?  No way.  It should say maximum!!
• The more green, the better.
• The description seems to be the opposite of the 

title of this one.  I am all for adding MAXIMUM 
landscaping requirements.  not minimum.

• Green roofs? Rain water harvesting?
• Plant plant ,plant  VERY important!!!
• More trees on the streets
• Additional soft landscape design will assist with 

storm water run off.
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• Plant more native trees and shrubs.  Our insects 
and wildlife and lungs rely on this.  More, not less.

• We need a larger percentage of land for land-
scaping. The requirement for a landscape archi-
tect should be scrapped. Think affordable first.

Additional Suggestions

• Please do not consider going backwards and 
mixing industrial uses in with residential - so many 
health issues involved and other problems doing 
this.

Climate Change

• We need to create more green spaces in new 
developments. We need to focus developers to 
create more environmentally friendly homes and 
sales outside the homes.

• Need more not minimum
• Solar
• Definitely should be mandatory in all new devel-

opments.  It appears that the standard paved 
driveways are still being done here with new resi-
dential developments.

• While I agree with the concept, the long term 
development should take this into consideration 
without undue cost hardship on residents.

• Parking is an issue and so home owners like to 
extend their driveways. But if we allow water per-
meable solutions (like hydro pavers.ca) I think we 
can have both. As long as it is water permeable 
I believe we should be able to extend out drive-
ways and patios to greater degrees.

• Special paving for torn down buildings?
• This should always be the first consideration.
• Need to look into using permeable paving, en-

couraging gravel and green spaces for sure.

Roof Designs

• Not sure how this would work.
• Green roofs and solar panels should be added 

especially to any town owned buildings.
• The slope of a roof should be no more or less 

than the average of five buildings in either 
direction.

• Flat roofs encourage more employment for the 
old way.  As well, I live in a building with a FR and 
welcome the height /spaciousness of the ceiling.

• Maybe there can be requirements for other green 
initiatives for roofs.  Flat roofs are extremely 
useful in tighter areas for a bonus outdoor space.  
I would not want to restrict this option for those 
areas.  Height restrictions are tricky and can lead 
to some funny situations.

• I believe this depends on the location and each 
dwelling is unique to an area.  Flat roofs are 
prone to leak and if a peaked roof fits in with the 
area, then that’s better than a flat roof for drain-
age and less mold issues.

• Roof design , depends on building in question.

Additional Suggestions 

• Create walkways and cycle paths so that people 
can walk and cycle rather than drive.
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• As you will note in some areas, I could not give a 
star rating.  Issues are too complicated to me to 
do that.  I had thought upon starting this survey 
that some ‘current’ By-Laws in various categories 
would be stated and I could agree with each one 
or give an opinion regarding a possible change. 
Please consider doing this in the next step for 
the public to be involved.  It may be more diffi-
cult to tabulate than a star rating, but it would be 
much easier I’m sure for most residents to fill out 
and give everyone a more accurate reading of 
opinions when these results are released to the 
public.  Thank you in advance for considering my 
idea. 

• We need better cross walks and sidewalks to 
Kingsmere and up Church to industrial. More 
housing, new hospital, and a bypass for the train

• Get that water sorted out.
• New Tecumseth is a town that is small, quaint, 

friendly, and welcoming. As the town grows, this 
will all be lost. It’s up to the people in charge to 
maintain some kind of standard to keep the small-
town feel alive and well. We don’t want to become 
just another overrun population without character

• We need to protect the agriculture sector to con-
tinue to grow food

• More pedestrian walkways east to west over train 
tracks

• Love these surveys. It gives the community an 
opportunity to voice opinions

• Change the bylaw regarding garden sheds.  3 
feet from any fence is unreasonable and no one 
abides by it but my neigbour complains and com-
plains but it is not consistently enforced through-
out the town so unless you plan on enforcing it for 
everyone why do we even have it? 

• I really hope my lovely new Tecumseth to get big-
ger welcome more people (new residential sub-
divisions )and more commercial malls and attract 
more industrial companies

• Encourage new residential subdivisions and 
building more commercial and industrial 
developments

• This was an absolutely terrible survey design, 
and will not provide any useful or meaningful data

• Great Survey. Big improvement from the 
Surveymonkey ones.

• No no exceptions to zoning
• Make sure existing infrastructure can support new 

developments BEFORE building and approvals
• Thank you for taking the initiative to update the 

Zoning by-law.  It is a great time to take all the 
great initiatives you noted and push for the most 
and best changes we can for the betterment of 
our community.  I am eager to hear the feedback 
from the community.

• Keep Beeton a small town.  The residents who 
live here do so because it is small.

• Please make this a user friendly process for ppl 
with a Learning Disability.  Some questions were 
not understood.

• Not one of these questions even considered rural 
areas. Do you not know that farms are part of 
New Tecumseth?

• More second suites and accessory dwellings.
• No Condos overlooking and shadowing existing 

homes or even properties

General Comments on Survey






