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What’s Next? The next Public Workshop is anticipated to take place in March 
2020 where participants will hear about and provide feedback on the draft Zoning 
Options & Summary Report.
Stay Connected: Visit the project webpage for updates and to share your 
thoughts.  Get on our email list by emailing zoningupdate@newtecumseth.ca

 facebook.com/newtecumseth

 www.newtecumseth.ca/zoningupdate
 @NewTecumseth

November 28, 2019

The Town of New Tecumseth has initiated its Zoning By-law Update, which will update and modernize the permissions for 
land uses, buildings and site design across the Town, and bring them into conformity with the new Official Plan.  

Phase 1 of this project has been ongoing over the course of Fall 2019, with the Project Team undertaking a background 
review of existing conditions, the policy framework, best practices and directions for New Tecumseth.  This background 
review had culminated in a Background Report, which will be posted on the Town’s website in December 2019.  In 
particular, the Background Report discusses the following concepts, and how they relate to the New Tecumseth context.

Implementation of key Official Plan policy 
objectives
• Natural Heritage System policies
• Expansion and diversification of land uses in the Rural 

and Agricultural designations
• Broader second unit permissions
• Broader permissions for residential uses in commercial 

areas
• Opportunities for a greater mix of uses and dwelling types 

in residential areas
• Stronger guidance/requirements for high quality site 

design and built form

Best Practices
• Use of charts, images and other visualization methods
• Minimizing the number of zoning categories
• Expanding the range of permitted uses in each zone
• Focus on user-friendly features
• Adoption of ‘form-based zoning’ approaches, with a 

stronger emphasis on the building form

Public Consultation Kick-Off
The New Tecumseth Zoning By-law Update kick-off event was held on November 20, 2019.  Over the course of the day, 
the Project Team met with the Technical Advisory Committee, representatives from the Town’s Business Improvement 
Associations and hosted two back-to-back Public Workshop sessions.  Input received through these events will help to 
refine the final Background Report and inform the ongoing work as the Zoning By-law Update enters Phase 2 in January 
2020.  The input from these various groups includes:

• Need to find appropriate balance in updating definitions 
to ensure clarity, while providing reasonable flexibility

• Support for approach to make Zoning By-law simpler 
and easy-to-understand for non-experts

• Need to ensure that parking requirements don’t create a 
barrier for new businesses in the downtowns

• Support for higher density residential in the downtowns
• Would like a more streamlined process, more ‘as-of-

right’ opportunities/prezoning

• Support the use of tables and diagrams
• Support for limiting the number of exceptions carried 

forward
• Need to explore what is preventing developers from 

building taller buildings in the downtowns
• Need to ensure the downtowns act as ‘destinations’
• Strong support for expanded second unit permissions
• Concern with parking in higher density residential 

neighbourhoods
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