
 

June 10, 2025 
 
Richard Norcross 
Mayor, Town of New Tecumseth  
24 Tupper Street West 
Alliston, ON  
L9R 1H2 
 
Dear Mayor Norcross,  
 
On April 25, 2024 the provincial government announced a transformative economic 
development project that will see four new manufacturing plants in Ontario. The project 
includes Honda building an innovative and world-class electric vehicle assembly plant 
as well as a new stand-alone battery manufacturing plant at Honda’s facilities in the 
Town of New Tecumseth.  
 
Honda’s current Alliston operations, and future plans, are important to Canada’s and 
Ontario’s long-term automotive industry, especially in the current economic 
environment. The company’s expansion is key to Ontario’s efforts to attract and retain 
investments and create jobs.  
 
Furthermore, in September of 2024, the provincial government announced an 
investment of $70 million through the Housing Enabling Water System Fund for the 
expansion of the Raymond A. Barker Water Treatment Plant, which serves both New 
Tecumseth and Collingwood. This funding will be crucial for supporting future housing 
and commercial growth in the region.  
 
With these investments that will create new jobs and economic growth in the 
community, New Tecumseth is well positioned to grow and prosper.  
 
The Office of the Provincial Land and Development Facilitator has been given a 
mandate by Minister Flack to explore with Simcoe County and the Town of New 
Tecumseth, the Town of Collingwood and other relevant parties, their level of interest 
and support for collaborating with the province on innovative approaches to: 
 

• working in partnership with industry to identify opportunities to finance community 

amenities and infrastructure, 

• to specifically identify opportunities for leveraging growth to secure investments 

in critical water and wastewater infrastructure, and 

• getting shovels in the ground to build housing that will complement Honda’s 

planned investment. 
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As you know, with the repeal of A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe, 2019 (the Growth Plan) municipalities are now mandated to base their 
population and employment projections on the Ministry of Finance's projections, as 
outlined in the Provincial Planning Statement, 2024.   
 
I am advised that the provincial government is currently working to update the provincial 
population methodology guidelines to reflect provincial priorities and evolving 
methodologies. An update to the existing guidelines is needed to reflect provincial 
priorities and support the implementation of the new Provincial Policy Statement. 
Further, there may be areas that require modifications/updates as new information has 
become available, and assumptions and approaches have evolved with regards to 
projection methodologies. 
 
An update to the guideline would: 

• Align the methodology with the current planning framework 

• Reflect government priorities and support the implementation of provincial 

policies 

 
I understand that the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing will solicit public 
feedback on proposed updates to the growth methodology by way of a posting on the 
Environment Registry. 
 
The updated guidelines will assist your municipality in determining land required for 
various purposes, including residential, commercial, and recreational areas, ensuring 
adequate space for anticipated growth.  
 
Given both provincial and private investments in the region and the Town of New 
Tecumseth and the significant changes in the Province’s land use planning framework 
that have occurred since 2022 when the County of Simcoe adopted an amendment to 
its Official Plan (OPA No. 7), I would ask New Tecumseth defer further work  on it’s 
official plan amendment until this guideline is finalized in the coming months to ensure 
your municipality will have the tools available to anticipate future growth demands.   
 
Thank you,  
 
 

Dan Mathieson 

Chair, Office of the Provincial Land and Development Facilitator  

 

C: Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

Brian Saunderson, Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing 

Robert Dodd, Chief of Staff to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

Martha Greenberg, Deputy Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

Sean Fraser, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal and Housing Operations 
Division 



Jeffrey Schelling, Deputy Facilitator, Office of the Provincial Land and 
Development Facilitator  

Mark Aitken, CAO, County of Simcoe 


