Dear resident or landowner,

As you are most likely aware, the Town of New Tecumseth owns and operates the property
located at 5917 7" Line. This parcel of land contains Depot 2 where the Roads and Fleet
operations are conducted, but is also home to a 96-foot tall communication tower. This
communication tower was erected over thirty years ago and is now at end of life due to the
age of the materials and the outdated design. It has also been determined that the current
height does not allow the communication equipment to broadcast to select portions of the
Town due to the region’s hilly topography.

Installed on the current tower is communication equipment that serves a vital role for the
citizens of New Tecumseth. The Fire Department uses this tower as its main point of
communication for contact with the regional emergency dispatch centre in Barrie.
Additionally, this communication tower assists the Fire Department in achieving radio
contact between Fire Personnel located throughout the Town. The Public Works
Department also relies on the communication devices located on the tower to transmit
signals between the Water Treatment Plants and the various Town offices. As you can see,
this tower plays a very important role for the Town and the safeguarding of our citizens.

The Town will be removing the current tower and building a new communication tower to
ensure that we can continue to provide excellent service to our community. The new
communication tower will remain on the property at 5917 7t Line and be placed farther
away from the road. The coordinates of the new tower will be 44°04°03.3”N, 79°46°09.2”W.
The Town will coordinate this project to ensure there is no gap in service during this
process.

You have been contacted because of your property’s close location to the new tower’s
proposed location.

The new, taller communication tower will be freestanding, lattice type construction and
200 feet in height to ensure that the Town can send communication signals to all areas
within the Town despite our region’s topography. It will eliminate any blind spots that are
currently experienced. Mounted on the new tower will be the same equipment as currently
mounted on the existing tower: three, 2-foot diameter parabolic dishes and one, top-
mounted voice antenna.

A review was completed in August of 2022 which assessed other locations within the Town
as possibilities for the new communication tower. It was determined that the current
location was the best situated. Depot 2 is located at one of the highest elevations within
the Town and it is centrally located within New Tecumseth.



The property at 5917 7*" Line is partially fenced, contains a gated entrance and is generally
not accessed by the public, however, to ensure overall safety, there will be anti-climb
panels installed on the tower. Although the exact design of the communication tower has
not been established, it will be similar to the picture provided below (Figure 1).
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Alternative lacation of CL-B10 lights [using dual units]
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Figure 1. Tower structure Figure 2. Lighting

There will be one light at the apex of the tower and 3 or 4 lights at the mid-point of the tower.

See Figure 2. Additionally, as per Transport Canada’s standards, the tower will be painted
with orange and white markings.

Town staff considered a guy-wire tower but it was determined that the site did not contain
enough unencumbered area to facilitate this design. Monopole towers were not
considered as they would be unstable at the height required. It was determined that it
would be best to construct the lattice style as it would offer more stability and flexibility for
future upgrades if required.

The Town of New Tecumseth attest that the radio installation described in this notification
package will be installed and operated on an ongoing basis so as to comply with Health
Canada’s Safety Code 6, as may be amended from time to time, for the protection of the
general public, including any combined effects of nearby installations within the local radio
environment.



The new communication tower will have a neutral impact on the environment. This project
is not governed by the Impact Assessment Act and will be completed following all Town
approved practices in compliance with applicable provincial and federal legislation such
as but not limited to: the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OSHA), the Highway Traffic
Act, and the Workplace Safety Insurance Board. The Tower will be completed by a
competent contractor through a formal bidding process and will be constructed as per
engineer stamped drawings.

For general information related to antenna systems, please refer to the Department of
Innovation, Science and Economic Development’s Spectrum Management and
Telecommunications website at ised-isde.canada.ca/site/ised/en

Comments about this project can be directed in writing through email or post to:

Karen Shlemkevich, MLA, OALA
Landscape Architect

Town of New Tecumseth

24 Tupper Street W, Alliston LO9R 1H2
kshlemkevich@newtecumseth.ca

The closing date for submission of comments is March 1, 2025.
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