
We may be in a pandemic, but you can explore
safely from your home!

 
#stayhome and get to 

know some Heritage sites in New Tecumseth! 

#stayhome

Heritage Tour!
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Alliston

In 1847 British immigrant William Fletcher

settled and built a mill on the Boyne River

around which the Town of Alliston eventually

developed. 

The Memorial Library was opened in 1924 by

Sir Frederick Banting, who was born and

raised in Alliston and won the Nobel Prize in

1923 as co-discoverer of insulin.

The establishment of Stevenson Memorial

Hospital in 1928 was made possible by

donations from grocery store founder

Theodore Pringle Loblaw who named the

hospital for his grandparents. 

The area of present-day Riverdale Park and

Museum on the Boyne was home to the

fairgrounds and a racetrack and has been the

focal point of many community activities for

more than a century.



The museum was originally built
in 1914, as the women’s exhibit
hall for the Alliston Fair. Where
you see Riverdale Park now
is where the fairgrounds were.
The building continued to be
used for the Agricultural Fair
until the 1940s. In the 1930s the
Lion’s club installed the wooden
floor you see today and the
building was used as a dance
hall. 

Museum on the Boyne 
250 Fletcher Cres, Alliston

Museum on the Boyne Collection 

During WWII it was used by the
Dorothea Knitting Mill, which
hired local women to knit
scarves for the war movement.  

In 1960 it became the South
Simcoe Pioneer Museum, and
today is now known as the
Museum on the Boyne.

The Museum
turned 60 in

2020!



The Log Cabin was built in 1851
when Neil McDonald moved his
family to Canada from Scotland.
They were settled on Lot 5,
Concession 11 of Essa Township. 
 The windows, logs, and paint
are some of the original parts to
this 165 year old cabin. 

McDonald Log Cabin 
250 Fletcher Cres, Alliston

Museum on the Boyne Collection 

Over the years the cabin has
been owned by several families,
including the Mackenzie family
who donated it in 1959 it was
then moved to its current
location. There was an average
of 14 Scottish relatives that
would be living in the cabin at
any given time.

The Log
Cabin is a
Heritage

Designated
building!



Loblaw of course had founded
the grocery store chain, and was
a local benefactor, helping to
finance the cost of street-paving
in 1929. Morrow had become well
known in the banking world and
been awarded the Order of the
British Empire. Loblaw's only
stipulation was that it should
bear the name of his
grandparents: Stevenson.

Founded in 1928 by Theodore
Pringle Loblaw, the first
hospital in Alliston was built
with a $100,000 donation
from Loblaw and a $20,000
pledge (over ten years) from
Fred Morrow.

Stevenson Memorial Hospital
200 Fletcher Cres, Alliston

Museum on the Boyne Collection 

In 1928, Stevenson
Memorial Hospital
was described by an
American medical
journal as being the
most modern
hospital for its size in
all of North America!



With the help of University of
Toronto professor Dr. J.J.R.
Macleod, graduate student
Charles Best, and biochemist
Bertram Collip, Banting was able
to discover that injection of
insulin would diminish diabetic
symptoms. This won him the
Nobel Prize in Physiology of
Medicine. Banting was Knighted
in 1934, and held a variety of
honourary positions. 

Frederick Grant Banting was
born on November 14,
1891, on this farm in a
downstairs bedroom of the
house.  His parents were
William Thompson Banting
(Bond Head) and Margaret
Grant Banting (Alliston).

Sir Frederick Banting Legacy Foundation
5116 Sir Frederick Banting Rd, Alliston

Banting was
also a very
talented
painter and
painted with
the Group of
Seven's A.Y.
Jackson!



Honda of Canada Mfg.  has been
a major part of Alliston's history
since opening Plant 1 in 1986,
where assembly of the Honda
Accord began. In 1988, HCM
began building Civics and the
Civic Coupe in 1993. Plant 2
opened in 1998 with the launch
of the Honda Odyssey. The new
engine plant opened its doors in
2008, and since then, it has
produced over 2 million engines!

Honda of Canada Mfg. 
4700 Industrial Parkway, Alliston

Photo courtesy of Twitter; @HondaCanada Mfg

The vehicles produced in
Alliston are sold in Canada and
the United States. HCM now
only builds Civics and CR-Vs,
and February 2020 marked 9
million cars built by HCM!

HCM is a
zero-waste

facility!



Beeton

The Village of Beeton was known as a

bustling centre of manufacturing. In 1874 the

village's name was changed from Clarksville

to Beeton to honour the influence of David

Allanson Jones on the village's development.

Jones was the first commercial honey

producer in Canada. He was influential in

bringing the railway to Beeton and in

determining the layout of much of the

village's downtown core. 

By 1886, Beeton was home to 77 enterprises,

including 4 hotels, knitting and woolen mills,

sawmills, a newspaper, a cheese factory, a

stove manufacturer, and four carriage

makers. The Beeton Fall Fair has its roots in

the 1840s and continues to be a significant

annual event.



The new Town Hall
officially opened February 15th,
1895.

It housed Council
chambers, an auditorium, the fire
hall and a jail. A large room in the
back was used for a weekly
farmer’s market. The Town Hall
was closed in 1946.

The Beeton Town Hall is a
beautiful building with
spectacular architectural
features and has stood
out as the crown jewel of the
downtown core since 1894.
The Town Hall was tendered
to Arthur Goldsmith in 1894
for the price of $3,500. Bricks
were supplied by the
Bemrose Brick Yard which
was located north of Beeton. 

Beeton Town Hall
34 Main St. W, Beeton

The Town
Hall is a
designated
building on
our register!

Museum on the Boyne Collection



Known as “Mrs. A” on radio and tv
for several decades, Kate Aitken
took Canada by storm with her
ability to help and be a voice for
women. She conveyed with
natural ability important news
with a personality that resonated
with everyone. She was Canada's
very own Martha Stewart!

Owned by Robert Scott, this
was the home of his family,
including daughter and
Beeton Celebrity, Kate (Scott)
Aitken. The family lived
upstairs, while Scott ran the
store downstairs.  

Robert Scott Store
1 Main St. E., Beeton

Kate is buried
in the Beeton

United Church
Cemetery!

Front cover pf 'Never a Day So bright', by Kate Aitken



Jones was the first commercial
beekeeper and breeder in
Canada. He imported bees from
Cyprus and Palestine (honey
bees are not native to North
America) for the numerous
apiaries on his farm at Clarksville. 

That community was renamed
Beeton in 1874 in tribute to his
flourishing enterprise.

The land on Centre St. was
originally owned and
developed by David Allanson
Jones.  

Many of the mature trees
along this road were hand
planted by him to attract his
honey bees.

Centre St. North
Intersection of Main and Centre, looking North

http://trinityunitedbeeton.com/about/location/

D.A Jones is
buried in Saint

Andrew's
Presbyterian

Cemetery! (He
gave that land
to the church)



The prohibition era led to many
constraints and closures of
hotels. Due to the end of alcohol
sales, it was difficult to maintain
the businesses. 

In order to stay afloat, the hotel
transformed itself into a
restaurant, and it continues to be
one today!

Formerly known as the
Commercial Hotel,  then the
Beetonia Hotel, and now the
Muddy Water hotel
(restaurant and bar), this
property has seen many
walks of life. 

Muddy Water Hotel (Beetonia Hotel)
25 Main St. W, Beeton

Museum on the Boyne Collection

The original
building, the
Commercial
Hotel, was

destroyed by
fire in 1892!



Tottenham

Throughout the 1820s, Irish families like the

Nolans, Tegarts and Tottens settled this area

before the Village of Tottenham was finally

incorporated in 1884. Businesses flourished

and the population grew to about 700 after

the railway arrived in 1877. 

Tottenham was home to the Coleman Fare-

Box Company, which shipped transit fare

boxes all over the world. 

In 1921, widow Elizabeth Williams, was

elected to Tottenham's town council. Known

around town as Aunt Daisy, Williams was the

first woman locally to serve in this capacity. 

The Tottenham Conservation Area began as

an informal swimming and picnic area on

the property of George Nolan's mill and

continues to be a central gathering place in

Tottenham.



Starting out small and humble,
over time additions were added
to the house by local citizens
who owed debts to Mr. Gordon,
and this was how they paid him
back. Sid Walker was Gordon’s
right-hand man and architect
and is the main reason the house
looks the way it does.

Building began in 1880 and
officially completed in 1906 when
the family moved in.

The original owner of The
Gables was George Gordon,
who also ran and owned the
mercantile store around the
corner (now Benjamin
Moore). He lived here with his
wife Sarah and their children.

The Gables
7 Wilson St., Tottenham

The Gables was
in the Gordon
family for over
100 years!

Museum on the Boyne Collection



Essentially anything produced on
the farm would be brought in to
purchase other goods.

The Gordon Store had a special
Millinery section where Sarah
Gordon (George’ wife)
specialized in dressing all the
brides of the area. Two or three
times a year, she would travel to
Toronto to learn the new fashion
styles and stock up on material to
take back to Tottenham.

George Gordon’s store was
once a residence belonging
to James Hackett. When
Gordon purchased it in July
of 1880, he converted it into a
General Store. Farmers and
residents would pay for items
from the store using the
barter system with items
like eggs and butter. 

The Gordon Store
19 Queen St. North, Tottenham 

Today, the
store still
exists as the
Tottenham
Paint & Paper
store!

Museum on the Boyne Collection



A twenty-acre parcel of earth-
filled dam, pond and dry land
was acquired from the Village of
Tottenham, (on that 120 acres).

The properties provided a
combination of facilities for the
public and to support
conservation efforts. 

Formerly known as the Mill
Pond, the TCA is now a Town
run amenity for the public
and conservation. 

In 1966, the Nottawasaga
Valley Conservation
Authority acquired
approximately 120 acres in
Tottenham.

Tottenham Conservation Area
6787 4th line, Tottenham

In 1954,
Hurricane Hazel
damaged the
dam and flooded
the pond and
surrounding
areas. 



Offering excursions since 1992, it
is the oldest operating steam
heritage railway in Ontario and
features the second oldest
operating steam locomotive in
Canada.

Excursions feature the
conductor's commentary on the
scenery, the history of the line,
and the place of the railways in
Canadian history.

The South Simcoe Railway
provides the opportunity to
experience steam train
history in a 1920's restored
vintage locomotive.

The tour takes you through
Tottenham and Beeton.

South Simcoe Railway
28 Mill St. W., Tottenham

The PBS series
Shining Time
Station was shot
here and at
Union Station!

Google Images


