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Land Acknowledgement 

At the Town of New Tecumseth, we acknowledge
that we are on the treaty lands and traditional

territory of the Anishinaabe peoples. Specifically, the
Ojibwe/Chippewa, Odawa, and Potawatomi

peoples, collectively known as the Three Fires
Confederacy. 

 
This land is now home to many diverse First

Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples. New Tecumseth is
covered by the Lake Simcoe-Nottawasaga Treaty

No. 18 signed on October 17, 1818 with the Chippewa
Nation. 

 
We acknowledge that we are all treaty people and
accept our responsibility to honour all our relations
and move forward in the spirit of reconciliation and

respect.
 
 



Introduction

Turtle Island
Turtle Island is the name many Algonquian- and

Iroquoian-speaking peoples mainly use in the
northeastern part of North America to refer to the

continent. In various Indigenous origin stories, the turtle
is said to support the world, and is an icon of life itself.

Turtle Island therefore speaks to various spiritual beliefs
about creation and for some, the turtle is a symbol of

identity, culture, autonomy and a deeply-held respect for
the environment.

 
Learn more about Turtle Island

Turtle Island image: 
Chief Lady Bird is an Anishinaabe artist based in Toronto. Her work can be seen across the city

as public murals.  (by Chief Lady Bird)

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/aboriginal-people
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/turtle
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/religion-of-aboriginal-people
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/environment
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/turtle-island
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/turtle-island


New Tecumseth:
Pre-Contact

The area that became the Town of New Tecumseth
has been home to waves of settlement and migration

by many Indigenous peoples for over more than
10,000 years. Some of the groups most often

identified with this region include: 
 

The Wendat, often referred to as the Huron in
historical documents, occupied permanent

settlements throughout what became Simcoe
County. Archaeological remains of Wendat settlement

from the 16th century have been unearthed in New
Tecumseth. 

 



The Haudenosaunee (pronounced
‘Hodenoshonee’), who were called the Iroquois by

early settlers, largely supplanted the Wendat in
this region by the 1650s, moving north from their

original homelands in New York State. Some
descendants of these communities reside at Six

Nations Reserve near Brantford.
 

The Chippewa/Ojibwa moved south into this
region from the Lake Superior area in the 18th

century. Representatives from several local clans
of the Chippewa Nation were signatories to Treaty
18 in 1818, which opened 644,259 hectares of land

(all of Simcoe County and parts of Bruce, Grey,
Dufferin, and Wellington Counties) to settlement.
Descendants of this group make up the modern-

day Chippewa Tri-Council, with reserve
communities based at Georgina Island, Rama, and

Beausoleil First Nations. 
 
 

 

Pre-Contact Continued



Ojibwe, Ojibway, or Chippewa, are an Anishinaabe,
Algonquian-speaking North American Aboriginal tribe,

who lived in what are now Ontario and Manitoba,
Canada, and Minnesota and North Dakota, U.S., from

Lake Huron westward onto the Plains. 
 

When the first settlers arrived in Ontario in the early 17th
century, the Anishinaabeg were living in small groups
from the north shore of Lake Superior to the shores of

Georgian Bay around modern-day Parry Sound. 
 

The Anishinaabeg, like other groups occupying the
Canadian Shield, were organized in groupings that

rarely exceeded 500 people. As a result, it is very difficult
to speak of the Anishinaabeg as a whole at this time in

history.
 

Today, the preferred name is Anishinaabe (plural –
Anishinaabeg) which includes the Potawatomi,

Algonquin and Odawa nations.
 
 
 

Ojibwe/Chippewa

Learn more about Anishinaabeg
Pronunciation of OjibweCredit: Innisfil Library

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Algonquian-languages
https://www.britannica.com/topic/American-Indian
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ontario-province
https://www.britannica.com/place/Manitoba
https://www.britannica.com/place/Minnesota
https://www.britannica.com/place/North-Dakota
https://www.britannica.com/place/Lake-Huron
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qSEMpQfsnGY
https://firstnations.innisfillibrary.ca/10-anishinaabeg/


The history of the Odawa (Ottawa) has been
intermingled and, at times, indistinguishable from that
of the Ojibwe. At contact, the Odawa occupied parts of

the Bruce Peninsula, the east coast of Georgian Bay and
Manitoulin Island. 

The Odawa were forced to leave their homelands, as
were many peoples in the Great Lakes basin, under the
pressure of Haudenosaunee attacks. Like many other

groups, they spent years wandering from place to place
before settling among the Potawatomi and Ojibwe in

present day Michigan, as well as Wikwemikong
unceded Territory.

The Odawa occupied a favoured position in the fur trade
of the Upper Great Lakes. After the destruction of

Wendake they established themselves as middlemen in
the trade between New France and the Northwest.

  Many Odawa groups assimilated with neighbouring
bands of Ojibwe or Potawatomi.

Odawa

Learn more about the Odawa

Pronunciation of OdawaCredit: Innisfil Library

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kU6LVLolq8
https://firstnations.innisfillibrary.ca/12-odawa/


 

The Potawatomi are close relatives of the Odawa
and Ojibwe, all being part of the Algonkian

language group (these related languages are
referred to as “Anishinaabemowin”).

 
During the late 17th and early 18th centuries, the
three groups moved closer together as a result of

the attacks of the Haudenosaunee and the
demands of the fur trade. The Potawatomi, unlike
the Ojibwe and Odawa, lived in villages and these

settlements provided safe havens for refugees and
migrants. During this time, the three nations

formed a loose confederation called the Council of
Three Fires, likely as a response to pressures from

white settlers after the American Revolution.
 

Originally, the homeland of the Potawatomi
people was in the lower peninsula of Michigan.

They now also constitute a small population of the
Beausoleil First Nation on Christian Island, Ontario

as well as on Moose Deer Point Reserve in
Muskoka, Ontario.

 
 
 

Potawatomi

Learn more about Potawatomi

Pronunciation of Potawatomi
Credit: Innisfil Library

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9WW2S6U89A
https://firstnations.innisfillibrary.ca/potawatomi/


 

Chief Tecumseh

Tecumseh was a Shawnee chief
whose people suffered greatly at
the hands of the new American
Republic. The “big knives”, as the
First Nations called the
Americans, were land hungry.

Tecumseh was leader of the First Nations Confederacy
that was formed to resist American encroachment on
Aboriginal land in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.
When the War of 1812 broke out between the United
States and Britain, Tecumseh and the Confederacy
allied with the British. He was killed at the Battle of the
Thames in 1813.

Learn about the Battle of the
Thames and Tecumseh's death

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfdZbhNwb_k
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/battle-of-the-thames-moraviantown/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfdZbhNwb_k


Treaty 18

The Lake Simcoe-Nottawasaga Treaty 18 was the
first of three treaties signed between October and

November of 1818. Treaty 18 was signed on
October 17, 1818, by representatives of the Crown

and certain Anishinaabe peoples. 
 

The Treaty details include a payment of goods at
the "Montreal Price," because Montreal was the

economic hub of Upper and Lower Canada.
 

Chief Musquakie negotiated with the British
Government Officials to have a Doctor live near
them to assist with children who may get sick.
Even though a negotiation occurred, it was not

written down in the Treaty.
 

A transcription of Treaty 18 is available on the next
page. 

 
 
 



 
ARTICLES OF PROVISIONAL AGREEMENT entered
into on Saturday, the seventeenth day of October,

1818, between the Honourable William Claus, Deputy
Superintendent General of Indian Affairs in behalf of

His Majesty, of the one party, and Musquakie, or
Yellow Head, Chief of Rein Deer Tribe, Kaqueticum,
Chief of the Cat Fish Tribe, Maskigonce of the Otter

Tribe, Manitonobe of the Pike Tribe, Principal men of
the Chippewa Nation of Indians, inhabiting the

northern parts of the unpurchased lands within the
Home District, of the other part, Witnesseth: that for

and in consideration of the yearly sum of twelve
hundred pounds, Province currency, in goods at the

Montreal price to be well and tryly paid yearly and
every year by His said Majesty to the said Chippewa

Nation, inhabiting and claiming the said tract, which
may be otherwise known as follows:

 
 
 

Treaty 18 Transcribed



Bounded by the District of London on the west, by
Lake Huron on the north, by the Penetangueshine
purchase (made in 1815) on the east, by the south

shore of Kempenfelt Bay, the western shore of Lake
Simcoe and Cook's Bay and the Holland River to

the north-west angle of the Township of King,
containing by computation one million five

hundred and ninety-two thousand acres, and the
said Musquakie, Kaqueticum, Maskigonce and
Manitonobie, as well for themselves as for the

Chippewa Nation inhabiting and claiming the said
tract of land as above described, do freely fully, and
voluntarily surrender and convey that same to His

Majesty without reservation or limitation in
perpetuity.

Treaty 18 Continued

 

An 1837 sketch of
the encampment

of one of the
signatories to

Treaty 18, Library
and Archives

Canada

https://www.ontario.ca/page/map-ontario-treaties-and-reserves


And the said William Claus, on behalf of His
Majesty, does hereby promise and agree to pay

to the said Nation of Indians inhabiting as above
mentioned, yearly and every year for ever, the

said sum of twelve hundred pounds currency in
goods at the Montreal price, which sum the said

Chiefs and Principal People parties hereunto
acknowledge as a full consideration for the lands

hereby sold and conveyed to His Majesty.
IN WITNESS WHEROF, the parties have here

hereunto set their hands and seals on the day
first above mentioned in the Township of King.
Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of

us:
J. GIVINS, Supt. Indian Affairs.

ALEX. MCDONELL, Asst. Sec'y Indian Affairs.
JOHN CLAUS.

W. CLAUS, Dep. Supt. Gen., on behalf of the Crown,
[L.S.]

MUSQUAKIE, OR YELLOW HEAD, (totem) [L.S.]
KAQUETICUM, OR SNAKE, (totem) [L.S.]

MUSKIGONCE, SWAMP, (totem) [L.S.]
MANITONOBE, OR MALE DEVIL, (totem) [L.S.]
MANITONOBE, OR DEVIL'S BIRD, (totem) [L.S.]

True Copy, W. CLAUS, Dep. Supt. Gen. Indian Affairs.
 

Treaty 18 Continued



Interactive Treaties Map

Click inside the circle to visit the map

https://learn.scholarsportal.info/featured/2017-05-06-indigenous-lands/


Beeton Woods-
Dr. Marti Latta Dig

Dr, Marti Latta at  Huronia Chapter Meeting, 
2013.

In 2014 Dr. Marti Latta, Professor Emeritus in
Anthropology at the University of Toronto, was a

special guest speaker for the Tec-We-Gwill Historical
Society. 

 
She gave a talk about a 1976 dig she was a part of in

Beeton. The Beeton site is an Iroquoian site that
appears to date circa 1550 whose descendants most

likely migrated to Huronia.
 

Situated just south of Beeton on the 10th sideroad
between the 6th and 7th concessions were the

remnants of a permanent village of about 300-500
people, with several houses made of wood. 

 
Uncovered in the dig, were many tools, such as pottery,
woodworking tools, axes, hoes, hunting tools, needles

carved of bone, games and smoking pipes. 
 

https://newtectimes.com/dr-marti-latta-gives-talk-about-1976-archaeological-dig-in-beeton/


The Beeton People

Latta observed that the residents living here year-
round were farmers and spoke an Iroquoian

language. She believes the site was chosen for its
access to water, hunting/fishing, desirable climate,

and a defensible location atop a hill.

Several maps were created, showing the site
boundaries, which consisted of longhouses and

outlines of the palisade (wall of wooden stakes or tree
trunks, used as a defensive structure or enclosure).

Items (or fragments of items) found, including tools for
food preparation and storage, sewing, woodworking,
farming, and hunting. Toys, games, ornaments and
pipes were also present. Flora found includes corn,

bean, squash, and sunflower.
 

South part of site, 1976



Map from 1976, indicating site boundaries and total
excavated area.



Some Uncovered Artifacts
from the Beeton Site

Ceramic cooking and storage vessels.
48,148 fragments, including 26 reconstructed

vessels were uncovered.
 

Sewing and weaving tools

Several woodworking tools and chisels
 



Evidence of burning and human bones scattered
throughout the site led Dr. Latta to believe it had been

attacked by enemies and that survivors moved north to
join the Huron. 

 
It is important to note that this is the only excavation

and assessment ever done on the Beeton site.
 

A horrific and sad occurrence happened in 2003, when
a collection of artifacts from U of T were hauled to the

garbage dump in Michigan. 
 

This included a total of 280 boxes, stored in a tunnel at
U of T, which contained the majority of artifacts

retrieved from the Beeton site dig in 1976.
 

"What probably is most tragic is that these sites have
long been destroyed by development," she said. "So we

can never go back."
 

The Beeton People

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/280-boxes-of-artifacts-at-u-of-t-carted-off-to-dump/article25577190/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/280-boxes-of-artifacts-at-u-of-t-carted-off-to-dump/article25577190/


There is still so much more that needs to be done in the
spirit of reconciliation. In May 2021, the Nation was shocked

and appalled to learn of the 215 Indigenous children who
died while at Residential school in British Columbia. Since

then, THOUSANDS of children have been located and there
are likely and unfortunately more to find. 

 
The Residential School system is one of the darkest and
most horrendous times in Canadian history, and the last

school closed in 1996!
 

This means that not only is this a historic issue, it is a
CURRENT issue. 

 
We all have a part to play in Truth & Reconciliation.

 
 
 

What to Do Next?



Resources and 
Helpful Links

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada

Turtle Island- Where's That? CBC Kids

University of Alberta - Indigenous Canada (FREE)

Orange Shirt Day

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls

First Nations of Simcoe County

Indigenous Foundations - University of British Columbia

215 Pledge

The Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund

ON Canada Project - Settlers Take Action

Crown Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada

Every Child Matters: Reconciliation Through Education

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/truth-and-reconciliation-commission
https://www.cbc.ca/kids/articles/turtle-island-wheres-that
https://www.coursera.org/learn/indigenous-canada
https://www.orangeshirtday.org/
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/
https://firstnations.innisfillibrary.ca/
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/terminology/
https://www.215pledge.ca/
https://downiewenjack.ca/our-story/
https://oncanadaproject.ca/settlerstakeaction
https://www.canada.ca/en/crown-indigenous-relations-northern-affairs.html
https://nctr.ca/education/every-child-matters/


Definitions

Aboriginal: The term “Aboriginal” refers to the first
inhabitants of Canada, and includes First Nations, Inuit,
and Métis peoples. This term came into popular usage
in Canadian contexts after 1982, when Section 35 of the
Canadian Constitution defined the term as such.
Aboriginal is also a common term for the Indigenous
peoples of Australia. When used in Canada however, it
is generally understood to refer to Aboriginal peoples
in a Canadian context. This term is not commonly used
in the United States.

Artifact: Usually a simple object (such as a tool or
ornament) showing human workmanship or
modification as distinguished from a natural object,
especially : an object remaining from particular period
caves containing prehistoric artifacts.

https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/constitution_act_1982_section_35


First Nations: “First Nation” is a term used to describe
Aboriginal peoples of Canada who are ethnically neither
Métis nor Inuit. This term came into common usage in
the 1970s and 1980s and generally replaced the term
“Indian”. Unlike “Indian,” the term “First Nation” does not
have a legal definition. While “First Nations” refers to the
ethnicity of First Nations peoples, the singular “First
Nation” can refer to a band, a reserve-based community,
or a larger tribal grouping and the status Indians who
live in them. For example, Rama First Nation, Mnjikaning
First Nation, and Beausoleil First Nation.

 

Definitions

https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/bands
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/reserves
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/indian_status


Definitions

Indian: The term “Indian” refers to the legal identity of a
First Nations person who is registered under the Indian
Act. The term “Indian” should only be used when
referring to a First Nations person with status under the
Indian Act, and only within its legal context. Aside from
this specific legal context, the term “Indian” in Canada is
considered outdated and may be considered offensive
due to its complex and often idiosyncratic colonial use
in governing identity through this legislation and a
myriad of other distinctions (i.e., “treaty” and “non-
treaty,” etc.). In the United States, however, the term
“American Indian” and “Native Indian” are both in
current and common usage.

You may also hear some First Nations people refer to
themselves as “Indians.” While there are many reasons
for an individual to self-identify as such, this may be a
deliberate act on their part to position and present
themselves as someone who is defined by federal
legislation, or colloquially. 

https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/the_indian_act
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/indian_status


Definitions

Indigenous: Indigenous is a term used to encompass a
variety of Aboriginal groups. It is most frequently used
in an international, transnational, or global context. This
term came into wide usage during the 1970s when
Aboriginal groups organized transnationally and
pushed for greater presence in the United Nations (UN).
In the UN, “Indigenous” is used to refer broadly to
peoples of long settlement and connection to specific
lands who have been adversely affected by incursions
by industrial economies, displacement, and settlement
of their traditional territories by others. 

Inuit: This term refers to specific groups of people
generally living in the far north who are not considered
“Indians” under Canadian law. At one time, they were
also known as 'Eskimo'.

Métis: The term Métis refers to a collective of cultures
and ethnic identities that resulted from unions
between Aboriginal and European people in what is
now Canada.



Definitions

Native: “Native” is a general term that refers to a
person or thing that has originated from a particular
place. The term “Native” does not denote a specific
Aboriginal ethnicity (such as First Nation, Métis, or
Inuit). In the United States, the term “Native American”
is in common usage to describe Aboriginal peoples. In
Canada, the term “Aboriginal” or “Indigenous” is
generally preferred to “Native.” Some may feel that
“Native” has a negative connotation and is outdated.
This term can also be problematic in certain contexts,
as some non-Aboriginal peoples born in a settler state
may argue that they, too, are “Native.”

Peoples: The plural “peoples” recognizes that more
than one distinct group comprises the Aboriginal
population of Canada. For example, “Aboriginal
people” (singular) might mean each Aboriginal
individual, whereas “Aboriginal peoples” (plural)
indicates a number of separate Aboriginal populations.



Reconciliation: The process of “establishing and
maintaining a mutually respectful relationship between
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples in this country.”
In order for reconciliation to happen in Canada, “there
has to be awareness of the past, an acknowledgement
of the harm that has been inflicted, atonement for the
causes, and action to change behaviour.”

 
Treaty: Treaties are agreements made between the
Government of Canada, Indigenous groups and often
provinces and territories that define ongoing rights and
obligations on all sides. These agreements set out
continuing treaty rights and benefits for each group.

 

Definitions



Sources Used

Museum on the Boyne Research Files
The Canadian Encyclopedia

Dr. Marti Latta Research report/Power Point Presentation
University of Alberta - Indigenous Canada

The Globe and Mail
CBC

The New Tecumseth Times
Britannica.com

Innisfil Public Library - First Nations of Simcoe County
Youtube

Crown Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada



 

 
This is a working document and is subject to

correction and addition.
 

If you have any information you would like to
contribute or share, please contact

Vanessa Lio, Coordinator of Heritage and
Collections, Town of New Tecumseth

vlio@newtecumseth.ca
 
 

Last Updated: May 2022
 

Special thanks is given to Delia Opekokew, a Cree lawyer from
the Canoe Lake First Nation in Saskatchewan,  and who is

based in both Toronto and Saskatchewan.


