Committee of the Whole Meeting
February 24, 2025

Report #ENG-2025-03

Implementation Plan for Neighbourhood Area Speed Limit
Pilot Project

Recommendation

That Report #ENG-2025-03 be received;

And further that a by-law be enacted to amend By-law 2002-166 "Speed Limit By-law
to add Schedule "B" - "Designated Area - Maximum Rate of Speed" and include the
following:

Neighbourhood Boundaries Rate of Speed
Young Street

King Street South 40 km/h
Industrial Parkway

And further that Council direct Staff to install 40 km/h neighbourhood area speed limit
signs at the boundaries of the neighbourhood area as outlined in report #ENG-2025-03;

And further that Staff report back to Council on the effectiveness of the neighbourhood
area speed limit pilot project and recommendations for any necessary adjustments once
sufficient traffic data has been collected by the OPP and/or the Town's contractor, and
analyzed by Staff.

Executive Summary

Purpose of Report

This report has been prepared to update By-law 2002-166 (as amended) "Speed Limit
By-law" to establish a 40 km/h neighbourhood area speed limit zone in the area
bounded by Young Street to the north, King Street to the east, and Industrial Parkway to
the south and west, and to outline the proposed implementation plan.

Background
At the Council meeting of December 16, 2024, Council ratified the following motion:

Whereas the Town of New Tecumseth is committed to ensuring the safety and well-
being of all residents;
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And Whereas members of the Traffic Advisory Committee are currently working on
establishing a new municipal Speed Limit Policy;

And whereas residents of Ward 2 have expressed significant concerns regarding
vehicular speed and traffic safety;

And Whereas there are high volumes of vehicular, pedestrian and cyclist activities,
particularly around community facilities, schools, churches and residential areas;

And Whereas Bill 65 of the Safer School Zones Act 2017 amended the Highway
Traffic Act to allow municipalities to establish an entire area at a speed limit of less
than 50 km/hr;

And Whereas Bill 65 of the Safer School Zones Act 2017 amended the Highway
Traffic Act such that municipalities are no longer required to post the speed limit on
every individual street within a designated area but only the streets that enter and
exit the designated neighbourhood area at the boundary of the designated area;

And Whereas the establishment of a Neighbourhood Area Speed Limit Zone can
effectively reduce the risk and severity of accidents and enhance the overall safety
of the community;

Therefore Be It Resolved that the Traffic Advisory Committee of New Tecumseth
support the establishment of a pilot project to implement a Neighbourhood Area
Speed Limit Zone and recommends that Council enact the following:

1. A pilot project entitled Neighbourhood Area Speed Limit Zone with a speed limit
of 40 km/h, reduced from the previous 50 km/h speed limit, be established in the
area bounded by Young Street to the north, King Street to the east, and Industrial
Parkway to the south and west.

2. The aforementioned Neighbourhood Area Speed Limit Zone will include Walker
Boulevard, Holt Drive, Scott Drive, Morrison Avenue, 8th Avenue, Smith Street,
Preston Avenue, Henderson Crescent, Brooks Court, Hunter Court, Whiteside
Court, MacKenzie Street, Tupper Boulevard, Storey Gate, and McCague Crescent
Alliston.

3. Staff be directed to review the proposed Neighbourhood Area Speed Limit pilot
project with the Traffic Advisory Committee in their review of the Town’ s Speed
Limit Policy.

4. Staff be directed to bring a report to Council outlining the implementation plan for
the Neighbourhood Area Speed Limit Zone, which will entail the implementation of

neighbourhood area speed limit signs at the entry and exit points of the zone along
Young Street, King Street South, and Industrial Parkway.
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5. The necessary enforcement measures be coordinated with the local detachment
of the OPP to ensure compliance with the new speed limit.

6. A public awareness campaign be developed to inform residents and commuters
of the changes and to emphasize the importance of driving safely within the
community.

7. Staff undertake a review of the effectiveness of the Neighbourhood Area Speed
Limit Zone after one year and report back to Council with recommendations for any
necessary adjustments.

In response to this direction, Staff have prepared this report to outline the
implementation plan for the proposed 40 km/h neighbourhood area speed limit pilot
project.

Comments and Considerations

Changes to the Highway Traffic Act were enacted in May 2017 through Bill 65 of the
Safer School Zones Act, providing municipalities the authority to establish speed limits
lower than 50 km/h within a designated neighbourhood area of the municipality through
the use of specialized area speed limit signage, eliminating the need to install speed
limit signage along each roadway within the designated area.

As part of the 40 km/h neighbourhood area speed limit pilot project, 40 km/h AREA
BEGINS signs will be installed at the streets that enter the neighbourhood area and 40
km/h AREA ENDS signs will be installed at the streets that exit the neighbourhood area
at the boundary of the designated area. The 40 km/h speed limit will not be signed
along the streets within the neighbourhood area except where existing for school and
park zones. The boundaries of the neighbourhood area, proposed speed limit zones,
and signage plan are outlined in Attachment No. 1.

Staff will be retaining a contractor to install the proposed signage between April to May
2025 subject to Council approval of the recommendations of Report #ENG-2025-03.
Following the installation of the signage, the OPP has noted that they plan on using
Black Cat radar devices to collect traffic speed and volume data within the
neighbourhood area to determine the effectiveness of the 40 km/h neighbourhood area
speed limit pilot project.

Should traffic data be required on additional streets within the neighbourhood area, Staff
will also retain a contractor to collect the data during the Summer or Fall 2025. The
streets that traffic data will be collected on include but are not limited to Holt Drive and
8th Avenue. Traffic speed and volume data was previously collected on Holt Drive and
8th Avenue in 2024, and re-collecting the traffic data on these streets following the
implementation of the pilot project will allow Staff to compare the traffic data before and
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after the implementation of the pilot project. Staff acknowledge that the existing speed
limit on 8th Avenue is already 40 km/h; however, the comparison of the travel speeds
on 8th Avenue before and after the implementation of the pilot project will still be
beneficial as 8th Avenue is a major throughway in the neighbourhood area where the
majority of potential speeding violations are expected to occur. Evaluation of the
compliance with the 40 km/h speed limit on 8th Avenue will also be crucial as Ernest
Cumberland Elementary School, Brian Gauley Park, and Hanley Park are all situated on
8th Avenue, resulting in a high volume of pedestrians on 8th Avenue.

Although Staff had previously been directed to report back to Council on the
effectiveness of the neighbourhood area speed limit pilot project and recommendations
for any necessary adjustments one year after the implementation, Staff recommend
reporting back to Council once sufficient traffic data has been collected by the OPP
and/or the Town's contractor, and analyzed by Staff. Staff are aiming to obtain the traffic
data and report back to Council as soon as possible. The Traffic Advisory Committee
will be proposing recommendations for the Town's Speed Limit Policy based on the
results of the pilot project once Staff's report to Council and any corresponding
recommendations have been approved by Council. Reporting back to Council as soon
as sufficient traffic data has been collected will allow the Traffic Advisory Committee to
potentially move forward at an earlier time with proposing recommendations for the
Town's Speed Limit Policy.

It should be noted that traffic data for the pilot project will be reviewed in accordance
with the Town's Traffic Calming Guidelines and the recommendations of Staff's report to
Council for any necessary adjustments will be data-driven.

Alternative Options

Council may direct staff to not make any changes at this time. This option will not help
to address the concerns regarding the speed limit in the subject neighbourhood area.

Financial Considerations

One AREA BEGINS sign will need to be purchased and installed onto an existing sign
post with an existing MAXIMUM 40 KM/H speed limit sign. Five MAXIMUM 40 AREA
BEGINS signs and six MAXIMUM 40 AREA ENDS signs along with corresponding sign
posts will also need to be purchased and installed at the entrances and exits of the
neighbourhood area, as outlined in Attachment No. 1.

The cost for Staff to retain a contractor to purchase and install the signs and sign posts
is estimated to be approximately $6,000.00 including the net HST impact. The cost will
be funded through the budget from the Development Engineering Traffic Contracting
Services accounts in 2025.
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Communication Plan

Should Council direct Staff to proceed with the implementation of the 40 km/h
neighbourhood area speed limit pilot project, a public awareness campaign will be
developed prior to the pilot project implementation through the Town's website and
social media to inform residents and commuters of the changes and to emphasize the
importance of driving safely within the community. Corporate Communications Staff
have confirmed that they will be able to assist with the campaign.

Strategic Plan

Click here for strategic plan
Not Applicable

Authored and Submitted By:

Abbly Liu
Engineering Coordinator - Traffic and
Transportation

Attachments:

o Attachment 1 - Signage for Neighbourhood Area Speed Limit Pilot Project
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Attachment #1 | Slgnage for 40 km/h Neighbourhood Area Speed Limit Pilot PrOJect
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