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10.

11.

12.

13.

Construction Notes for Houses Greater Than 5 Years Old

Minimum 30 minute fire resistance rated separation unless interconnected smoke alarms
provided in both units and all common areas. In which case a 15 minute fire resistance rated
separation would be required. Installing sprinklers in the entire building waives all fire
resistance rated separation requirements.

Minimum 30-minute fire resistance rated separation around shared exit (Door assemblies
with closers require a minimum 20-Minute fire resistance rating).

All walls/ceilings between suites, service rooms and common areas require a minimum
sound attenuation rating of STC 50.

See required installation information for smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors on
attached sheet.

Stairwell to be enclosed at top most and at bottom most levels in addition to note 2.
Existing furnace may serve both units provided a smoke detector is installed in the supply or
return air duct system which would turn off the fuel supply and electrical power to the
heating system upon activation of such detector.

Service rooms shall be separated from the remainder of the building by a fire separation
having a fire-resistance rating of not less than 30 minutes when the floor area containing the
service room is not sprinklered. In a house, the fire-resistance rating of the vertical fire
separation is waived where the service rooms are sprinklered.

Minimum 5% of Living/Dining floor area of natural light (glass area) to be provided.
Minimum 2 %% of bedroom and other finished rooms (glass area) to be provided.

3 sq. ft. clear opening of natural ventilation required for a living/dining, bedrooms, and
kitchen.

1 sq. ft. clear opening of natural ventilation required for bathrooms. Optional, a mechanical
vent providing 1 air change per hour is acceptable.

An egress window as described on attached sheet, must be provided in the accessory
apartment. Otherwise, the entire building is to be sprinklered and smoke alarms installed in
both units.

For Windows within window wells used as means of escape, see attached sheet for
clearances.

The above information is for reference only. As each property/application is unique, other design
requirements may be through the plans review process.

Designer Qualification:

The property owner of a house can design their own renovation without being qualified under the
Ontario Building Code (OBC). However, the design prepared shall still be of sufficient detail to
demonstrate the project will comply with the technical requirements of the OBC.

Designers, other than the property owner, architects or engineers, must be qualified under
Ontario Building Code with BCIN (Building Code Identification Number).
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9.9.10. Egress from Bedrooms

9.9.10.1. Egress Windows or Doors for Bedrooms

(1) Except where a door on the same floor level as the bedroom provides direct access to the exterior, every floor level
containing a bedroom in a suite shall be provided with at least one outside window that,
(a) is openable from the inside without the use of tools,

(b) provides an individual, unobstructed open portion having a minimum area of 0.35 m? with no dimension less than
380 mm, and

(c) maintains the required opening described in Clause (b) without the need for additional support.
(See Appendix A.)

(2)  Except for basement areas, the window required in Sentence (1) shall have a maximum sill height of 1 000 mm
above the floor. (See Appendix A.)

(3) When sliding windows are used, the minimum dimension described in Sentence (1) shall apply to the openable
portion of the window.

(4) Where the sleeping area within a /ive/ivork unit is on a mezzanine with no obstructions more than 1 070 mm above
the floor, the window required in Sentence (1) may be provided on the main level of the live/Avork unit provided the
mezzanine is not more than 25% of the area of the live/work unit or 20 m*, whichever is less, and an unobstructed direct
path of travel is provided from the mezzanine to this window.

(5) Where a window required in Sentence (1) opens into a window well, a clearance of not less than 550 mm shall be
provided in front of the window. (See Appendix A.)

(6) Where the sash of a window referred to in Sentence (5) swings towards the window well, the operation of the sash
shall not reduce the clearance in a manner that would restrict escape in an emergency.

(7) Where a protective enclosure is installed over the window well referred to in Sentence (5), such enclosure shall be
openable from the inside without the use of keys, tools or special knowledge of the opening mechanism.
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A-9.9.10.1.(1) Bedroom Window Opening Areas and Dimensions.

Although the minimum opening dimensions required for height and width are 380 mm, a window opening that is 380 mm by
380 mm would not comply with the minimum area requirements. (See Figure A-9.9.10.1.(1))
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Figure A-9.9.10.1.(1)
Window Opening Areas and Dimensions

A-9.9.10.1.(2) Bedroom Window Height.

Sentence 9.9.10.1.(2) requires every tloor level which contains a bedroom to have at least one window or door to the exterior that
1s large enough and easy enough to open that'it can be used as an exitin case of a fire. However, Article 9.9.10.1. does not sel a
maximum sill height for such a window i a basementarea. It is recommended that the sills of windows intended for use as
emergency exits from basement bedroom areas befiot higher than 1.5 m above the floor. Sometimes it is difficult to avoid having
the sill higher than this; e.g.. skylights. windows in basementbedrooms.. In these cases. it is recommended that access to the
window be improved by some means such as built-in furniture installed below thewindow. (See Figure A-9.9.10.1.(2))

]

Figure A-9.9.10.1.(2)
Built-in Furniture to Improve Access to a Window
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A-9.9.10.1.(5) Window Opening into a Window Well.
Sentence 9.9.10.1.(5) specifies that there must be a minimum clearance of 550 mm in front of designated escape windows to
allow persons to escape a basement bedroom in an emergency. This specified minimum clearance is consistent with the
minimum required width for means of egress from a floor area (see Article 9.9.5.5.) and the minimum required width for patl
of travel on exit stairs (see Article 9.9.6.1.). It is considered the smallest acceptable clearance between the escape window
and the facing wall of the window well that can accommodate persons trying to escape a bedroom in an emergency given tha
they are not moving straight through the window but must move outward and up, and must have sufficient space to change
body orientation.

e ==

Once this clearance is provided, no additional clearance is needed for windows with sliders, casements, or inward-opening
awnings. However, for windows with outward-opening awnings, additional clearance is needed to provide the required
550 mm beyond the outer edge of the sash. (See Figure A-9.9.10.1.(5).)

Depending on the likelihood of snow accumulation in the window well, it could be difficult — if not impossible — to escape
in an emergency. The window well should be designed to provide sufficient clear space for a person to get out the window
and then out the well, taking into account potential snow accumulation.

Hopper windows (bottom-hinged operators) should not be used as escape windows in cases where the occupants would be
required to climb over the glass.
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Figure A-9.9.10.1.(5)
Windows Providing a Means of Escape that Open into a Window Well.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Construction Notes for Houses Less Than 5 Years Old

Minimum 45 minute fire resistant rated separation unless interconnected smoke alarms are
provided in both units and all common areas. In which case a 15 minute fire resistant rated
separation would be required. Installing sprinklers in the entire building waives all fire
resistance rated separation requirements.

Min. 45-minute fire resistance rated separation around shared exit. (Door assemblies with
closers require a minimum 20-Minute Fire-Resistance Rating).

All walls/ceilings between suites, service rooms, and common areas require a minimum
sound attenuation rating of STC 50.

See required installation information for smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors
on attached sheet.
Stairwell to be enclosed at top most and at bottom most levels in addition to note 2.

Existing furnace may serve both units provided a smoke detector is installed in the supply or
return air duct system which would turn off the fuel supply and electrical power to the
heating system upon activation of such detector.

Service rooms shall be separated from the remainder of the building by a fire separation
having a fire-resistance rating of not less than 1 hour when the floor area containing the
service room is not sprinklered. In a house, the fire-resistance rating of the vertical fire
separation is waived where the service room is sprinklered.

Minimum 10% of Living/Dining floor area of natural light (glass area) to be provided.
Minimum 5% of Bedroom and other finished rooms (glass area) to be provided.

3 sq. ft. clear opening of natural ventilation required for a Living/Dining, Bedrooms, and
Kitchen.

1 sq. ft. clear opening of natural ventilation required for Bathrooms. Optional, a mechanical
vent providing 1 air change per hour is acceptable.

An egress window as described on attached sheet shall be provided in the accessory
apartment.

For windows within window wells used as means of escape, see attached sheet for
clearances.

The above information is for reference only. As each property/application is unique, other design
requirements may be required by the plans review process.

Designer Qualification:

The property owner of a house can design their own renovation without being qualified under the
Ontario Building Code (OBC). However, the design prepared shall be in sufficient detail to
demonstrate the project will comply with the technical requirements of the OBC.

Designers, other than the property owner, architects or engineers, must be qualified under
Ontario Building Code with BCIN (Building Code Identification Number).
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9.9.10. Egress from Bedrooms

9.9.10.1. Egress Windows or Doors for Bedrooms

(1) Except where a door on the same floor level as the bedroom provides direct access to the exterior, every floor level
containing a bedroom in a suite shall be provided with at least one outside window that,
(a) is openable from the inside without the use of tools,

(b) provides an individual, unobstructed open portion having a minimum area of 0.35 m* with no dimension less than
380 mm, and

(¢) maintains the required opening described in Clause (b) without the need for additional support.
(See Appendix A.)

(2) Except for basement areas, the window required in Sentence (1) shall have a maximum sill height of 1 000 mm
above the floor: (See Appendix A.)

(3) When sliding windows are used, the minimum dimension described in Sentence (1) shall apply to the openable
portion of the window.

(4) Where the sleeping area within a live/ivork unit is on a mezzanine with no obstructions more than 1 070 mm above
the floor, the window required in Sentence (1) may be provided on the main level of the live/Avork unit provided the
mez=anine is not more than 25% of the area of the /iveAvork unit or 20 m*, whichever is less, and an unobstructed direct
path of travel is provided from the mezzanine to this window.

(5) Where a window required in Sentence (1) opens into a window well, a clearance of not less than 550 mm shall be
provided in front of the window. (See AppendixA.)

(6) Where the sash of a window referred to in Sentence (5) swings towards the window well, the operation of the sash
shall not reduce the clearance in a manner that would restrict escape in an.emergency.

(7) Where a protective enclosure is installed over the window well referred to.in Sentence (5), such enclosure shall be
openable from the inside without the use of keys, tools or special knowledge of the opening mechanism.
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A-9.9.10.1.(1) Bedroom Window Opening Areas and Dimensions.
Although the minimum opening dimensions required for height and width are 380 mm, a window opening that is 380 mm by
380 mm would not comply with the minimum area requirements. (See Figure A-9.9.10.1.(1))
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Figure A-9.9.10.1.(1)
Window Opening Areas and Dimensions

A-9.9.10.1.(2) Bedroom Window Height.

Sentence 9.9.10.1.(2) requires every tloor level which.¢ontains a bedroom to have at least one window or door to the exterior that
15 large enough and easy enough to open that it canbe used as an‘exit n case of a fire. However, Article 9.9.10.1. does not set a
maximum sill height for such a window i a basement area. [i'is recommended that the sills of windows intended for use as
emergency exits from basement bedroom areas be not higher than 1.5'm above the floor. Sometimes it is difficult to avoid having
the sill higher than this; e.g.. skylights. windows in basement bedrooms. In these cases. it istecommended that access to the
window be improved by some means such as built-in furniture installed below the window. (See Figure A-9.9.10.1.(2))
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Figure A-9.9.10.1.(2)
Built-in Furniture to Improve Access to a Window
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A-9.9.10.1.(5) Window Opening into a Window Well.
Sentence 9.9.10.1.(5) specifies that there must be a minimum clearance of 550 mm in front of designated escape windows to
allow persons to escape a basement bedroom in an emergency. This specified minimum clearance is consistent with the
minimum required width for means of egress from a floor area (see Article 9.9.5.5.) and the minimum required width for patl
of travel on exit stairs (see Article 9.9.6.1.). It is considered the smallest acceptable clearance between the escape window
and the facing wall of the window well that can accommodate persons trying to escape a bedroom in an emergency given tha
they are not moving straight through the window but must move outward and up, and must have sufficient space to change
body orientation.

e ==

Once this clearance is provided, no additional clearance is needed for windows with sliders, casements, or inward-opening
awnings. However, for windows with outward-opening awnings, additional clearance is needed to provide the required
550 mm beyond the outer edge of the sash. (See Figure A-9.9.10.1.(5).)

Depending on the likelihood of snow accumulation in the window well, it could be difficult — if not impossible — to escape
in an emergency. The window well should be designed to provide sufficient clear space for a person to get out the window
and then out the well, taking into account potential snow accumulation.

Hopper windows (bottom-hinged operators) should not be used as escape windows in cases where the occupants would be
required to climb over the glass.
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Figure A-9.9.10.1.(5)
Windows Providing a Means of Escape that Open into a Window Well.





