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Construction Notes for Houses Greater Than 5 Years Old 
1. Minimum 30 minute fire resistance rated separation unless interconnected smoke alarms 

provided in both units and all common areas. In which case a 15 minute fire resistance rated 
separation would be required. Installing sprinklers in the entire building waives all fire 
resistance rated separation requirements.  

2. Minimum 30-minute fire resistance rated separation around shared exit (Door assemblies 
with closers require a minimum 20-Minute fire resistance rating). 

3. All walls/ceilings between suites, service rooms and common areas require a minimum 
sound attenuation rating of STC 50.  

4. See required installation information for smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors on 
attached sheet.  

5. Stairwell to be enclosed at top most and at bottom most levels in addition to note 2.  
6. Existing furnace may serve both units provided a smoke detector is installed in the supply or 

return air duct system which would turn off the fuel supply and electrical power to the 
heating system upon activation of such detector.  

7. Service rooms shall be separated from the remainder of the building by a fire separation 
having a fire-resistance rating of not less than 30 minutes when the floor area containing the 
service room is not sprinklered.  In a house, the fire-resistance rating of the vertical fire 
separation is waived where the service rooms are sprinklered. 

8. Minimum 5% of Living/Dining floor area of natural light (glass area) to be provided.  
9. Minimum 2 ½% of bedroom and other finished rooms (glass area) to be provided.  
10. 3 sq. ft. clear opening of natural ventilation required for a living/dining, bedrooms, and 

kitchen.  
11. 1 sq. ft. clear opening of natural ventilation required for bathrooms. Optional, a mechanical 

vent providing 1 air change per hour is acceptable.  
12. An egress window as described on attached sheet, must be provided in the accessory 

apartment. Otherwise,  the entire building is to be sprinklered and smoke alarms installed in 
both units.  

13. For Windows within window wells used as means of escape, see attached sheet for 
clearances.  

 
The above information is for reference only. As each property/application is unique, other design 
requirements may be through the plans review process.  

 

Designer Qualification:  
The property owner of a house can design their own renovation without being qualified under the 
Ontario Building Code (OBC). However, the design prepared shall still be of sufficient detail to 
demonstrate the project will comply with the technical requirements of the OBC. 
Designers, other than the property owner, architects or engineers, must be qualified under 
Ontario Building Code with BCIN (Building Code Identification Number). 
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Construction Notes for Houses Less Than 5 Years Old  
1. Minimum 45 minute fire resistant rated separation unless interconnected smoke alarms are 

provided in both units and all common areas. In which case a 15 minute fire resistant rated 
separation would be required. Installing sprinklers in the entire building waives all fire 
resistance rated separation requirements. 

2. Min. 45-minute fire resistance rated separation around shared exit. (Door assemblies with 
closers require a minimum 20-Minute Fire-Resistance Rating). 

3. All walls/ceilings between suites, service rooms, and common areas require a minimum 
sound attenuation rating of STC 50.  

4. See required installation information for smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors  
on attached sheet.  

5. Stairwell to be enclosed at top most and at bottom most levels in addition to note 2.  
6. Existing furnace may serve both units provided a smoke detector is installed in the supply or 

return air duct system which would turn off the fuel supply and electrical power to the 
heating system upon activation of such detector.  

7. Service rooms shall be separated from the remainder of the building by a fire separation 
having a fire-resistance rating of not less than 1 hour when the floor area containing the 
service room is not sprinklered.  In a house, the fire-resistance rating of the vertical fire 
separation is waived where the service room is sprinklered. 

8. Minimum 10% of Living/Dining floor area of natural light (glass area) to be provided.  
9. Minimum 5% of Bedroom and other finished rooms (glass area) to be provided.  
10. 3 sq. ft. clear opening of natural ventilation required for a Living/Dining, Bedrooms, and 

Kitchen.  
11. 1 sq. ft. clear opening of natural ventilation required for Bathrooms. Optional, a mechanical 

vent providing 1 air change per hour is acceptable.  
12. An egress window as described on attached sheet shall be provided in the accessory 

apartment. 
13. For windows within window wells used as means of escape, see attached sheet for 

clearances. 
 
The above information is for reference only. As each property/application is unique, other design 
requirements may be required by the plans review process.  
 
Designer Qualification:  
The property owner of a house can design their own renovation without being qualified under the 
Ontario Building Code (OBC). However, the design prepared shall be in sufficient detail to 
demonstrate the project will comply with the technical requirements of the OBC. 
Designers, other than the property owner, architects or engineers, must be qualified under 
Ontario Building Code with BCIN (Building Code Identification Number). 

SAM
PLE



 
Building Standards 
building@newtecumseth.ca 
www.newtecumseth.ca 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAM
PLE



 
Building Standards 
building@newtecumseth.ca 
www.newtecumseth.ca 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAM
PLE



 
Building Standards 
building@newtecumseth.ca 
www.newtecumseth.ca 
 

 

 

SAM
PLE




