
Mayoral Decision # MDE-2026-09
Pursuant to Part Vi.1 of the Municipal Act, 2001

New Tecumseth
Alliston - Beeton -Tottenham

Decision to require Council to consider a by-law, regarding OPA No. 5, at the

Council meeting of June 15, 2026.

Authority: Section 284.11.1, if, despite the procedure by-law, the Mayor is of the

opinion that a by-law could potentially advance a prescribed provincial priority, the

Mayor may propose the by-law to the council and require the council to consider and

vote on the proposed by-law at a meeting. The Mayor shall provide a copy of the by-law
to the Clerk and each Member of Council and the by-law may be passed by more than

one-third of the Members of Council. The Mayor may vote to pass the by-law.

This power applies to the following by-laws:
Under the Planning Act and its regulations (unless otherwise prescribed)

° Any other prescribed Act currently only including:
— Section 2 of the Development Charges Act

Under the Municipal Act and its regulations except for those under:

— Section 238 (Procedure By-law)
— Section 263 (Filling Vacancies of Members of Council)
~— Sections 289 and 290 (Budget)

Whereas |, Richard Norcross, Mayor of the Town of New Tecumseth, am of the opinion
that a by-law should be considered in the matter of OPA No. 5 because, in my opinion,
it could potentially advance the following prescribed provincial priority/priorities of:

1. Building 1.5 million new residential units by December 31, 2031.

2. Constructing and maintaining infrastructure to support housing, including, transit,
roads, utilities, and servicing.

The reasons for this are as follows:

e Simcoe County Official Plan COPA No. 7 was approved with modifications by the

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing on April 7, 2026, which guides growth
in Simcoe County to 2051.

The Provincially approved COPA No. 7 establishes population and employment
forecasts of approximately 80,000 people and 31,000 jobs by 2051 for New

Tecumseth

To be in conformity with the Provincially approved Simcoe County COPA No. 7,
New Tecumseth must advance a plan to accommodate forecasted growth
Adopting a plan for growth by Town Council positions the Town to proactively
and comprehensively manage the planning of future growth to the greatest extent

possible
OPA No. 5 was prepared by professional planning staff to provide a policy
framework to manage long-term growth, accommodate growth forecasts of

 



COPA No. 7 for population and employment and update the Official Plan policies
for conformity with the Provincial Policy Statement 2024

Council did not adopt the recommendations of professional planning staff for

growth across the Alliston, Tottenham and Beeton Settlement Areas

Neither did Council adopt an alternative motion to restrict future growth to the

Alliston Settlement Area only
There is a compromise between those that support the recommendations of

professional planning staff and those who want to restrict growth to the Alliston

Settlement Area only
The ERO posting by the Province related to its “Priority Projects,” is clear that

any growth that may be imposed by the Province is separate and apart from any

growth that is required under COPA No. 7 and subsequently OPA No. 5

In that regard:
o There is general consensus among Council that the policies (i.e. text) of

OPA No. 5 that manage long-term growth and moves the municipality to

conformity with the Provincial Policy Statement 2024 are in the best

interest of the municipality and should move ahead

There is general consensus among Council that growth in the Alliston

Settlement Area is appropriate and should move ahead

Growth in the Tottenham Settlement Area as recommended by
professional planning staff represents a logical progression of the urban

area and is supported by the Ward Councillor for Tottenham

There is no consensus on the role that Beeton will play in the Town’s

growth requirements and requires greater thought, study and conversation

to arrive at decision that considers the thoughts of Beeton residents and

the needs of the entire Town. A decision on Beeton growth should be

deferred until as soon as practical after January 1, 2027.

Advancing OPA No. 5 for the Alliston, and Tottenham Settlement Areas and

implementing policies ensures the municipality has a framework to manage

long-term growth and advances the municipality toward conformity with COPA

No. 7 and the Provincial Policy Statement 2024.

Therefore, | require Council to consider and vote on a by-law that:

1. Adopts OPA No. 5, as modified to show a deferral (Deferral #1) of Land Use

Designations: Beeton Official Plan Schedule ‘B2’ and associated implementing
policies at the Council meeting of June 15, 2026.

2. Directs that Deferral #1 be considered by Council as soon as practical after

January 1, 2027.

Dated this.day of Ju

Richard Norcross

Mayor

 


