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May 6, 2026 
 
 
Office of the Provincial Land and  
Development Facilitator  
 
 
VIA EMAIL: southsimcoegrowthstrategy@ontario.ca 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam:  
 
Re:  ERO No. 026-0383 Addressing Growth and Housing Needs in South Simcoe 
 
At the Special Council Meeting held on April 29, 2026, Council passed the following 
motion unanimously:  
 

And Further That in addition to the comments recorded in the report, 
comments expressed by Council during the Special Council Meeting be 
included in the communication to the Province; 

 
This letter provides a summary of comments from Town Council to be provided to the 
Province through consultation on ERO No. 2026-0383 in conjunction with staff report 
#PD-2026-14 (attached). The full recording of the Special Council Meeting is available 
here.  
 
The primary message from Town Council to the Province is a clear and unequivocal 
rejection of the Province’s proposal. Council noted that this proposal is not something 
Council requested, nor is it something the municipality anticipated through its 
comprehensive growth management planning processes. The Province must seriously 
reconsider both the method it is using and the process it is imposing on municipalities. 
 
Every member of Council has expressed strong opposition, and residents have made it 
equally clear that they do not support it. The matters being raised are not suggestions or 
preferences; they are requirements. 
 
The following sections provide a summary of comments by theme as discussed by Town 
Council at the Special Council Meeting.   
 

mailto:pfettes@newtecumseth.ca
mailto:southsimcoegrowthstrategy@ontario.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9Zz6D6N8sE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9Zz6D6N8sE
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1. Provincial Planning Approach and “Priority Projects” 
 

• The growth proposed through the Provincial Priority Projects represents a 
significant and unquantified expansion beyond approved forecasts in COPA 7. 
There is a lack of clarity on planning horizon, build-out timeframe, or 
population forecasts which creates substantial risk for municipal land use 
planning, infrastructure coordination, and fiscal sustainability.  

• The Province’s definition of “priority projects” is unclear, and many identified 
projects appear far from implementation.  

• These projects do not align with Council-adopted criteria from the Town’s 
Growth Management Study. Many proposed projects were previously 
considered and rejected during Growth Management Study process for failing 
to meet Council-adopted criteria  

• Growth must align with sound municipal planning rather than proceed through 
isolated, landowner-driven proposals. 

• It is unclear whether meaningful engagement has occurred with affected 
residents in the Priority Project areas. 

• The priority projects include substantial areas of prime agricultural land. The 
total number of hectares impacted should be clearly identified. 

• The Province should confirm that comprehensive planning tools, including 
secondary plans and master plans, will be required to ensure coordinated, 
infrastructure-led, and fiscally responsible growth. 

• Clear confirmation from the Province that no additional greenfield lands will be 
required once COPA 7 and the Priority Projects are finalized.  

• Approximately 2,900 hectares is being considered for over 30,000 homes but 
only 980 jobs. This shows proposed residential growth far outpacing 
employment growth which raises concerns regarding the balance of jobs to 
residents.  

• Clarification should be provided on the number of units proposed through 
Priority Project No. 3. The Previn Court lands in Beeton are identified as 
accommodating 10,000 units, by comparison, the Harvest application 
proposes just over 12,000 units on a much larger area of land.  

 
2. Servicing, Infrastructure and Operational Capacity 

• Recognizing that the County of Simcoe delivers key services to lower tier 
municipalities such as the Town of New Tecumseth, Town Council has 
concerns about service delivery impacts proceeding without adequate 
coordination and collaboration with the County.  

• Core County services, including solid waste management, transportation, 
paramedic services, affordable housing and homelessness, early learning and 
childcare, social services, long-term care, and economic development, are 
already operating within carefully planned capacity limits aligned only to COPA 
7 growth. Sudden or concentrated population increases would outpace 
existing infrastructure, contracts, facilities, workforce availability, and capital 
planning timelines, many of which require years of lead time to expand. 

https://www.newtecumseth.ca/en/resources/Planning/Settlement-Boundary-Evaluation-Criteria-with-Climate-Change-Lens.pdf
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• There is insufficient clarity on how critical infrastructure and public service 
facilities would be funded, approved, delivered, and sequenced relative to the 
proposed Priority Projects. 

• At the Town level, existing water and wastewater systems are designed to 
serve the current population with only modest additional growth and would 
require major new treatment facilities and expanded infrastructure to support 
the proposed Priority Projects.  

• These infrastructure investments would impose a substantial financial burden 
beyond the municipality’s current fiscal capacity and would depend on 
significant and sustained Provincial capital including operational support. 

• The scale of required provincial capital investment and long-term operating 
funding necessitates careful assessment of timing, funding certainty, and 
municipal capacity before proceeding. 

• Without clear commitments to sustained provincial commitments on funding, 
infrastructure delivery, and phasing, the proposed Priority Projects risk 
overwhelming County and Town infrastructure and services.  

 
3. Transportation and Road Safety 

• The proposed growth would significantly exacerbate County and local road 
network issues, especially in New Tecumseth. The proposed growth requires 
comprehensive regional transportation analysis and updates to existing 
County and Town transportation master plans.  

• Without coordinated, infrastructure-led planning, growth would worsen 
congestion, compromise road safety, hinder emergency response times and 
goods movement, and reduce quality of life.  

• Higher-order and inter-municipal transit options are currently very limited, 
leaving private vehicles as the primary mode and highlighting the need for a 
robust transit system capable of serving future population levels. 

• Road safety and regional transportation connectivity must be prioritized to 
support growth at this scale and supported by long-term investment.  
 

4. Housing Options  

• New Tecumseth already faces significant shortages in affordable, attainable 
and other housing options, and the proposed growth risks exacerbating these 
existing pressures. 

• The proposal lacks a clear underlying rationale or enforceable mechanisms to 
deliver varied housing options including affordable and attainable units. 

• Limited local employment opportunities offering living wages further undermine 
housing affordability and the ability for residents to live and work locally. 

• Without a better balance between housing and employment, growth is likely to 
increase commuting pressures, strain families and social supports, and reduce 
community participation. 
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Summary 
 
Overall, the situation is extraordinarily concerning and requires stronger Provincial 
accountability and clarity. Council does not support the Priority Projects. This 
submission is provided as formal feedback to the ERO posting and outlines Council’s 
substantial concerns with the Priority Projects proposed in New Tecumseth. 
 
The Town has already undertaken a comprehensive growth management process to 
identify and plan for the lands required to accommodate future growth under COPA 7. 
There has been no demonstrated planning justification or need for additional lands 
beyond those already identified. It is concerning that these Priority Project lands could 
be advanced ahead of planned and serviced areas. 
 
Meaningful consultation and engagement with Town Council and local residents are 
essential before any further consideration of these lands. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Pamela Fettes 

Clerk/Director of Administration Services 
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