
   

 

   

 

 

April 8, 2026 
 
 
Mayor Richard Norcross 
Town of New Tecumseth 
24 Tupper St. W 
Alliston, ON L9R 1H2 
 
Via email - rnorcross@newtecumseth.ca  
 
Good morning Mayor Norcross,  
 
Re: Addressing Growth and Housing Needs in South Simcoe County 
 
Over the past several months, the Provincial Land and Development Facilitator’s Office 
(PLDF), in coordination with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH), has 
reviewed and evaluated all project proposals submitted to the Environmental Registry of 
Ontario (ERO) (https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-0930).  
 
We are writing to provide an update on the submissions received from landowners 
within your municipality and to outline the next steps in the review process. 
 
The submitted projects were reviewed using a consistent set of criteria. This included 
assessing whether each submission was in close proximity to existing settlement areas 
or proposed settlement area boundary expansion areas, supported potential housing 
and/or employment uses, aligned with existing or planned infrastructure, and will make 
financial contributions to the cost of required infrastructure and community amenities 
needed to support growth. 
 
Through the review and evaluation process of all the ERO submissions received from 
across South Simcoe (New Tecumseth, Innisfil, Essa, Bradford West Gwillimbury and 
Adjala-Tosorontio), ten projects have been identified as potential provincial priority 
projects for Minister consideration and are being put forward on the ERO for public and 
stakeholder review and feedback. These projects may form the initial focus for 
provincial coordination and may be considered for inclusion within a settlement area, 
subject to the satisfaction of specified conditions. It is important to note that any 
decision to expand a settlement area boundary to include lands is at the discretion of 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing (“the Minister”). This planning would build 
upon and be in addition to any growth that will be enabled through the approval of 
Simcoe County Official Plan Amendment 7 (COPA 7). 
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Attached as an Appendix are maps detailing the ten proposed provincial priority projects 
that are advancing for further review as part of the South Simcoe Growth Strategy, as 
well as the twenty-two additional projects. 

The proposals described in the attached Appendix represent growth over and above the 
baseline under COPA No. 7. Please note that individual project proposals within the 
proposed settlement area boundaries under draft New Tecumseth Official Plan 
Amendment 5 (OPA No. 5) are not delineated on the attached map, although the 
proposed settlement area expansions themselves are shown.  

Landowners whose submissions are not included in the attached Appendix, notably 
those submissions received that were within the proposed settlement area boundaries 
identified in draft OPA No. 5, have been encouraged to continue working directly with 
the County and their local municipality. We look forward to continuing our collaboration 
with you and your staff to advance the timely completion of the remaining approvals 
required to implement the settlement area boundaries proposed in draft OPA No. 5, as 
well as the settlement area boundary expansions associated with the potential 
provincial priority projects, provided all pre-conditions of development can be satisfied.  

Next Steps: 
The Ministry will post a map that describes and outlines each of the ten potential 
provincial priority projects on the ERO, along with the information gathered as part of 
the landowners previous ERO submission and subsequent interviews with a Deputy 
Facilitator. This will include land ownership information, property addresses, mapping 
and the approximate number of residential units and permanent jobs.  

As the PLDF receives feedback through the ERO, we will begin to work concurrently 
with landowners of the potential provincial priority projects and your staff. This work may 
include developing a financial plan for infrastructure implementation and negotiating 
agreements for the delivery of community amenities associated with the potential 
provincial priority projects.     

We look forward to our continued collaboration on this initiative and are available to 
discuss any questions you may have. 

Sincerely, 

Dan Mathieson 
Chair, Provincial Land and Development Facilitator’s Office 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

Enclosed: Project Maps 

CC: Neil Garbe, CAO, Town of New Tecumseth 
Brian Saunderson, MPP, Simcoe-Grey 



 
 

 

   

 

Sean Fraser, ADM, Municipal Housing and Operations, MMAH 
Jeff Schelling, Deputy Facilitator, PLDF 
Melissa Mobilio, Director of Strategic Priorities, PLDF 
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Note: Development potential shown here is preliminary and will be refined as planning progresses.

Disclaimer: This map should not be used as an exact representation of the location of roads,
features, or boundaries. For authoritative Settlement Area boundaries and precise location
information, please consult the relevant municipality. The information shown including name of
proponent reflects proponent‑submitted materials only and has not been verified. Proposals may be
refined as further information becomes available.
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South Simcoe Growth Strategy Proposed Priority Projects
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Note: Development potentials shown here are preliminary and will be refined as planning 
progresses.

Disclaimer: This map provides a high‑level illustration based on proponent‑submitted materials. 
It is not an exact representation of roads, features, or property boundaries. The map does not 
depict or verify land ownership, title, or property lines, even where boundaries or features might 
suggest otherwise. All information shown is illustrative only and may be refined as further details 
become available. Inclusion of lands on this map does not confer or affect any property rights.
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